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AUST PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Tuesday 9th November 2021 @ 7:30pm at Elberton Village Hall 

Present: Councillors Collinson (chairman), Hawkins, Jenkins, Learmonth, Meredith, Spratt, Warren 

Clerk: Emma Pattullo 

Approved at the subsequent meeting on 11th January 2022. Signed copy held by the Clerk. 

1 Apologies 

All councillors were present. 

Ward Councillor Riddle had sent apologies.  

2 Declarations of Interest and dispensations 

There were no declarations of interest or dispensation requests. 

3 Minutes of the previous meeting 

It was resolved that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 12th October 2021 be approved as a 
correct record. The minutes were signed by the Chairman. 

4 To note any updates to the following ongoing issues and agree action required, if any: 

4.1 Woodwell Meadows  

4.1.1 Proposed amendments to the draft management plan 

The current version was based on survey data from some time ago, before the current levels of scrub 
species began to dominate parts of the site. Cllr Hawkins agreed to suggest changes to the plan to 
address council’s concerns, particularly management of the scrub areas.  

ACTION: CH to prepare ‘tracked changes’ version and submit to South Glos Council for consideration 

4.1.2 Scrub clearance 

Cllr Meredith has not yet been able to discuss this with Caroline Gaze (SGC commons officer). 

4.2 Greenacres planning 

No updates available. 

4.3 Anti-social behaviour at Aust 

A meeting was held between PCSO Perry and local residents; Cllr Jenkins attended as did Ward Cllr 
Keith Burchill. Cllr Burchill has arranged for SGC to put traffic monitoring in place to inform police as to 
actual number of vehicles currently visiting the site of concern. PCSO Perry reported that the police 
have been attending more often and have issued a number of warning notices. 

4.4 Elberton addresses 

This issue has proved to be more complicated than thought, since the Royal Mail have said that they 
are not able to accept requests for changes from parish councils and that such requests must come 
from the principal authority Street Naming & Numbering Team. The clerk has contacted the relevant 
officer at SGC but she says that she is not able to make such a request.  

It has been agreed with the SGC officer that the Parish Council will write to Royal Mail and quote their 
code of practice, which indicates they are allowed to accept requests from change from parish 
councils.  The letter will be copied to SGC. 

The clerk and Cllr Hawkins are working on a list of postcodes to cover all or most of the Elberton village 
area, to inform the request. 

4.5 Sale of Whale Wharf 

It was noted that the Whale Wharf Business Park site is currently on the market. It is being sold by 
receivers. The Council will keep a watching brief on developments. 
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5 Planning & Enforcement 

5.1 To note the following applications received and resolve response 

i. P21/06721/F - Building at Redhill Farm, Marshacre Lane, Olveston - Erection of side extension to 
form enlarged commercial building (Class E g (iii)) with associated works.  

Resolved: no objection but with a note of concern regarding the continued intensification of the site 
and potential increased levels of traffic accessing the larger unit. 

5.2 To note the following applications which are awaiting decision 

i. P21/02692/F - Land Off Parsons Well Village Road Littleton Upon Severn - Siting of 1 no. mobile 
home, erection of 1 no. agricultural building with associated hardstanding and works (resubmission 
of P20/18720/F) 

ii. P21/04623/F & P21/04625/LB - Church Farm, Main Road, Aust - Erection of extension to link 
attached incidental outbuilding and installation of new door opening. 

5.3 To note the following SGC planning decisions & other planning matters: 

i. P21/03925/ADV & P21/03941/LB - The Boars Head Main Road Aust - Display of 3 no. externally 
illuminated static fascia signs, 1 no. non illuminated externally illuminated hanging sign, 6 no. non 
illuminated hoarding signs, 1 no. internally illuminated other sign, 2 no. internally illuminated lanterns 
and installation of 11 no. floodlights. Approved with conditions 

ii. P21/06084/F - Priestpool Farm, Ingst Road, Olveston BS35 4AW - Demolition of existing garage. 
Erection of single storey extension to dwelling to provide residential annexe. Refused 

iii. P21/04432/F & P21/04434/LB - Lodge Farm, Stock Hill, Littleton Upon Severn - Conversion of 
existing barns to form 2no. dwellings with garages, landscaping and associated works. Approved 
with conditions 

5.4 To receive updates on the recent enforcement issues 

No updates were available. 

6 Council administration 

6.1 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations (2nd-5th June 2021) 

6.1.1 To determine location and arrangements for planting of oak trees 

The saplings are due to be delivered in December. Cllr Collinson agreed to plant them temporarily in 
her garden until the early spring. 

One will be planted in Elberton on land owned by Cllr Hawkins, adjacent to public footpaths.  

The Aust councillors agreed to consult with residents to try to find a suitable location for the second tree 
in Aust.       ACTION: IJ/AL/DS to discuss with residents 

The trees will be formally planted next year and will be marked with commemorative plaques. 

6.1.2 To agree next steps in arranging a joint villages celebration event 

Several volunteers have come forward to help with arranging an event, to be held on Sunday 5th June 
2022. It is expected that this will be an “It’s a Knockout” style competition followed by refreshments and 
possibly a band. More volunteers are still needed.  

Cllr Meredith offered to host the event on his land, but warned that this will need to be confirmed soon 
so that he can plan for it. 

ACTION: All councillors to continue to encourage volunteers to help with organising the event 

6.1.3 To determine an application to the SGC Jubilee Grants fund 

The clerk had researched ballpark costings for several elements, though it will be difficult to get detailed 
costs until the format of the event is confirmed. 

Any grant application needs to be made by 12th November. It was resolved that the clerk should submit 
an application based on the ballpark costings, expected to be around £1300.  

ACTION: EP to complete application 
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The clerk noted that if these funds are granted, the council would need to be responsible for all ordering 
of items to be funded and payments made from the council’s account only. 

7 Finance  

7.1 To note payments made under prior approval 

The following payment was noted: 

Item Amount Minute (where 
applicable) 

Clerk’s salary & home working allowance for month to 16th Oct. 2021  £233.28 May 2021 item 7.10 

7.2 To consider whether to award grants for churchyard maintenance at Aust, Elberton and 
Littleton parish churches  

Historically, the parish council has made grants towards the maintenance of the three C of E 
churchyards in the parish. In last year’s internal audit report, the auditor noted that there was some 
legal ambiguity over the payment of grants to churches and advised council to consider legal advice on 
the subject before making future payments.  

The clerk summarised the issue and presented various advice notes including those from NALC and 
SLCC. 

Councillors considered the advice presented and noted that there was no clear legal position. It was 
also noted that all three churchyards represent a leisure resource for all and are enjoyed by residents 
and other visitors.  

It was resolved that the council should continue to make the usual payments in future; however the 
churches will each be asked to confirm before receiving the payments that the money will be used 
solely for grass cutting and other maintenance of the grassed areas. 

7.3 To consider and agree any amendments to the proposed budget for 2022/23 Financial Year 

The proposed budget was presented and the various items were discussed in some detail. Councillors 
were happy with the budget in principle; the clerk noted that more information may be available on 
some items prior to the budget being finalised and adopted at the January meeting. 

8 To review correspondence received & determine response 

8.1 Emails from a member of the public re: traffic restrictions on Thornbury high street 

It was resolved that the correspondent should be advised that this council has no jurisdiction over the 
issues raised and thus could not take any action.  

9 To consider responses to the following consultations received 

9.1 South Glos. Council Annual council budget 

It was resolved that no response should be made. 

10 Any other minor matters for discussion (no decision required) or items for next agenda 

Cllr Warren reported that he continues to attend meetings of the Magnox Site Stakeholder Group at 
Oldbury power station. 

A resident has requested that the council consider issues of speeding in Littleton – item to go on next 
agenda. 

Cllr Hawkins reported that the grate in Elberton, which is supposed to be cleared by SGC before 
expected periods of heavy rain, had not been cleared prior to recent bad weather and that this led to 
flooding of the nearby road. The clerk was asked to discuss this matter with SGC Highways. 

11 Meeting closure 

The meeting closed at 9:30pm. 

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 11th January 2022. 

 

Signed (Chairman): ………………………………. 

https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/Budget202223/consultationHome

