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Meeting Point
Volume 51, Number 1, October 2026

The community magazine for the villages of Olveston,
Tockington, Old Down, Lower Hazel, Awkley, Ingst, Aust, Elberton and Littleton upon Severn

From the Editor
Welcome to the 50th anniversary edition of Meeting 
Point, which began its impressive run in October
1976.

By the time of the 40th anniversary celebrations I 
had already been approached by the then editor, 
Chris Bolton, to take over the editing role. I’d 
covered for Chris a couple of times when he was 
away, so knew what was involved, and took over 
officially in January 2017.

Everything went smoothly until the Covid pandemic 
and the ensuing lockdowns, which resulted in 
Meeting Point going ‘online only’ in May and June 
2020 and February and March 2021. These were 
the only months, in over 40 years, that the 
magazine had not dropped through local 
letterboxes. 

Despite changes to the magazine’s appearance 
over the five decades, due mainly to technological 
developments, the articles themselves remain 
essentially the same - reflecting the strength and 
vitality of our villages.

Meeting Point Founded in 1976 by the Anglican and 
Methodist churches in Olveston, near Bristol.

Meeting Point magazine and Meeting Point Directory are online at the 
Community Website:  www.olvestonandaust.com

EDITOR:
Marelin Orr-Ewing
Courtlands, Olveston
BS35 4DU
Tel: 01454 610081
meetingpointeditor@
gmail.com

ASSISTANT EDITOR:
Diane Godwin
The Cottage, Church Hill
Olveston BS35 4BZ
Tel 01454 619029
meetingpointassistantedit
or@gmail.com

ADVERTISING:
Bernard Amos
Tel: 07723 065707
meetingpointadvertising@
gmail.com

TREASURER:
John Clayton
meetingpointtreasurer@
gmail.com

Publication date
1st of each month
Material for November 2026
to the Editor or Assistant Editor 
by October 5th 2026

01454 418259

www.thornburychiropractic.co.uk

STOPTOBER
GIVE UP SMOKING WITH 

ACUPUNCTURE

SPECIAL OFFER
4 sessions for £140

(usual price £150)

FREE telephone consultations 

Top-to-Tail 
Housekeeping

Trading 
Standards 
Accredited

• Professional
• Dependable
• Comprehensive service

Felina 
Contract Cleaning

01454 201562
07790 050187
cleaning@felina.biz
www.felina.biz
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Vicarage Farm
Holistic Therapy Centre

Hypnotherapy
A safe and effective treatment: to 

remove stress, anxiety, depression
and phobias.  Allowing positive and 

powerful changes in your life.
Tel 01454 614390

www.vicaragefarm.org

Bringing balance back
into your life.

Offering a wide range of
Holistic Treatments.

REFLEXOLOGY • MASSAGE • AROMATHERAPY
PREGNANCY • INDIAN HEAD

Member of Federation
of Holistic Therapists

07765 804144

SWEDISH MASSAGE                  60 mins £50 or 90 mins £72
(Full Body Massage)

*AROMATHERAPY MASSAGE  60 mins £53 or 90 mins £75

REFLEXOLOGY (feet)     60 mins £50

PREGNANCY MASSAGE    60 mins £50
(2nd Trimester+)

BACK, SHOULDERS & NECK MASSAGE 30 mins £33

INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE    45 mins £39

BUSINESS CARDS

HEADED PAPER

NCR SETS & PADS

FLYERS & LEAFLETS

We design and print the Meeting Point Magazine
BANNERS & POSTER

BROCHURES & FOLDERS

CORREX PRINTING

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Stone Stiles of Tockington
     Martin Gibson and Tony Turnbull

The Campaign for the Protection of Rural England (CPRE) sponsors ongoing 
research which aims to identify and log all the stone stiles in the county. It is 
known as the Gloucestershire Stone Stiles Project. Members of Olveston 
Historical Society have now joined in, noting all known stone stiles in our 
Parish.

Stone stiles come in three 
different types. There is 
the squeeze (or v slit) stile 
which, as its name 
implies, is usually V 
shaped, narrowing the 
lower down it goes. Then 
there is the rather 
uncommon step stile 
where a series of steps 
allows the user to easily 
clamber over and thirdly 
there is the stone slab
stile. This takes the form 
of a large flat, vertical 
stone, often difficult to 
negotiate. Each of these 
stile types are usually 
supported on either side 
by a stone wall of similar 
height.

Broken stone slab stile
Moor Lane

All Olveston Parish’s stiles are of the stone slab type. The ones we know of 
are to be found in:
1 Lower Tockington Road (by Little Brobury Farm)
2 Moor Lane, Tockington, on the footpath between the stables and Tockington 
Mill
3 The Green, Tockington, behind Musthay & Musthay House
4 The Green, Olveston, between Tynant and Sunnyside
5 Vicarage Lane, Olveston, entering the play area
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GET IN TOUCH!

Premier League & beyond • Premium seats • Fine dining • Unforgettable matchdays

01454 201210
www.vipfootballhospitality.com  |  enquiries@circuithospitality.com

Proudly based in Olveston, supporting local teams.
Premier League & beyond • Premium seats • Fine dining • Unforgettable matchdays

ality.com

• Site/garden clearance
• Narrow Access Equipment
• Footings & Groundwork
• Drainage/Soakaways
• Driveway Preparation
• Stump Removal

DIGGER & DRIVER HIRE

CPCS/CITB
Qualified & 

Insured

Price or 
day work

T: 07900 372 349
E: tom@teplantltd.co.uk

Narrow Access Equipment
Footings & Groundwork

All types of aerial and satellite work undertaken including: 

• - Reception problems               - Additional room feeds 
• - TV wall mounting                    - Setting up and tuning                   

- CCTV                                        - WI-FI access points   
• - Free Quotations

MD Aerials
Call Michael Dagger

Over 34 years experience

T:01454 418 341                  M:07817 304 236 
mikemdaerials@gmail.com        www.mdaerials.co.uk

6 The Crescent, Old Down, behind the houses
7 Hazel Lane, Lower Hazel, at the start of the footpath leading to Strode 
Common

As is usual with Tockington and Olveston’s landscape history, these stone 
slab stiles throw up lots of questions, and at the moment our members don’t 
have many answers. All bar one are of sandstone and this part of 
Gloucestershire is almost wholly limestone. So where did the slabs come 
from? One possibility is Snuff Mills, on the North Bristol city border, or perhaps 
The Forest of Dean. A less likely source would be the sandstone quarries of 
Monmouthshire. 

Some of the headstones in St Mary’s graveyard are made of sandstone and 
they tend to shale or delaminate, which is not the case with any of the slab 
stiles. There is also a stile made of stone on the corner of Catherine Hill and 
The Green, but it bears no resemblance to the slab stiles as it features a 
horizontal stone lintel above a stepped opening. Generally speaking, the 
carboniferous limestone quarried in this Parish does not ‘dress’ into large flat 
slabs.

The purpose of these slab 
stiles seems fairly obvious; 
they marked a boundary or 
kept sheep in a field. But 
why use a construction 
material that is exceedingly 
heavy and must be brought 
many miles over land 
and/or sea? It would be 
much easier and far 
cheaper to build a wooden 
stile or even simply fashion 
one out of smaller, local 
stone.

Dating the slab stiles has 
also been problematic. 
There just isn’t any 
documented history, so the 
best bet would be late 18th 
to mid-19th centuries,             
possibly around the time of 
the main Enclosure Acts of         

Lower Tockington Road               
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MONDAY – FRIDAY 9AM-5PM  SATURDAY 9AM-4PM

1773 and 1836.

It is quite possible that local ramblers and dog walkers are aware of stone 
stiles not listed above. Some parts of the Parish are quite remote, Ingst and 
the marshlands towards Pilning, for example. If we’ve missed any, do please 
get in touch with either Martin mrtngibs@aol.com or Tony 
jaturnbull72@gmail.com

Monday 5th 
October

Woody Allen has made some seriously whacky films, but there is one which is 
considered to be above all the (high class) rest…….and that’s the one we’re 
showing on the first Monday in October.

Allen plays a very competent film critic besotted by Humphrey Bogart. Other 
than that, he’s a failure. His wife leaves him and so his two friends (Diane 
Keaton and Tony Roberts) try to help him get his love life back on track. And 
Bogart is always there to egg him on. Black and white scenes from the original 
‘Casablanca’ feature prominently. But in Woody Allen’s life, if anything can go 
wrong, and due to Allen’s inferiority complex, it usually will. This is a comedy 
where events will bring reminiscences to us all. The dance scene in particular 
will surely take us back to our early 20s, and the times when embarrassment 
was always hovering like a ghost over our social lives.

When released in 1972 the film was panned by the critics. However, the public 
loved it so much it rated an almost unbelievable score of 97% on film review 
site, Rotten Tomatoes.

St Mary’s, Olveston. Doors open at 7pm and the film starts at 7:30pm. Entry is 
free, but donations are always welcome. Tea and coffee served, licensed bar. 
This is a community event open to everyone

Parish Hall AGM
The AGM of the Olveston Parish Hall will be held 
in the hall on Tuesday October the 20th at 7.30 
pm, followed by light refreshments.
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Local independent family
funeral directors for over 50 years.

Specialists in bespoke funeral services, burials, 
cremations & pre-paid funeral plans.

Call 24hrs  01454 418 779

1 Quaker Lane
Thornbury

BS35 2AD

sheppardfunerals.co.uk

COMPANION 
AND

DRIVING SERVICE

Now taking bookings in your area!
•  For people of all ages unable to drive but 

wish to remain independent
•  Supported trips to the doctor, hospital, 

shops, bank, hairdresser, vet, etc.
•  Social outings, holidays, help at home 

and much, much more
• DBS checked and First-Aid trained
• Dementia friendly
• Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle
• Fully Licensed

To book your Daisy
07951 079 558 / 0333 014 6211

northbristol@drivingmissdaisy.co.uk 
www.drivingmissdaisy.co.uk

Compassionate
Hearts Wanted

Call Us Today: 0117 992 7012

Transform Your
Life With Us

Make a Real Impact: Provide
personalized care that brings joy.
Supportive Environment: Join a
team that values teamwork.
Grow Your Career: Access to
trainings and career progression.
Flexible Shifts: Full & part time
shifts to suit your lifestyle.

Olveston Court and Manor   Jenny Newley

After a short (half-hour) AGM, Brian Kemp 
will share more of his research into Olveston 
Court and Manor. The talk will cover the
Saxon origins of Olveston, Robert Gyen’s 
rise and then spectacular fall from grace, 
the royal visit of 1502, white slavery and the 
Quakers. Copies of his updated book with 
more text and illustrations will be on sale.
New venue: All meetings will now take 
place at Olveston School (main hall), 
Elberton Road, BS35 4DB at 7.30pm, with 
refreshments served before the start of the 
meeting.  Parking is available in the school 
playground.
Annual membership is £10 in total (for all 
monthly evening meetings, October to 
April). Visitor fee for a single meeting is £3. Both are payable on the door 
(cash or cheque only, please).  Fee includes refreshments. All welcome!       
www.olveston.com/historical-society

You Rang M’Lud?
Thornbury & District Museum has a 
new upstairs exhibition called “You 
Rang M’Lud?- In the Servants’ 
Hall”. It investigates the lives of 
domestic servants in Thornbury and 
the surrounding area, from the big 
houses and Thornbury Castle to 
more humble households where a 
maid or perhaps a gardener might be 
employed.  

Find out about the hierarchy of the servants’ hall and the duties of those 
employed there.  Follow the lives of some of those people in service. Discover 
some shocking facts about Thornbury Mop Fairs and the hiring of agricultural 
labourers.  

Entry is free!

Tues, Wed and Fri 1-4pm, and Sat 10am-4pm www.thornburymuseum.org.uk
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Olveston and Tockington W.I.
At WI this month we are getting to know someone whose place of work is very 
near to the Parish Hall where we meet, and yet many of us have not met her.
She is Elise, and she runs the forest school in the strip of woodland just over 
the road. We shall find out exactly what a forest school is and what Elise 
shows the children and adults who come there, and best of all, we shall be 
able to have a go ourselves at weaving a basket, or similar. It will be fun to try 
a handicraft that is new to us.

Making a basket will certainly be different for several WI members, who have 
been busy throughout the summer knitting all manner of woollen toys for 
various charities. They have made ‘worry monsters’ for Olveston School, 
multicoloured elephants for children with cancer, golden geese for Farms for 
City Children and chicks for St. Peter's Hospice. Now we're turning our 
attention to poppies once more, ready to make a drape to hang at Olveston 
Church for Remembrance. (This will balance the one on the Tockington bus 
shelter.) We have been joined in this effort by people outside the WI, after 
putting a note about it in Meeting Point, so our thanks to them. Some people 
have already made hundreds of poppies!

WI is on Tuesday October 13th at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall. Do come and 
join us! Angela Green, 615222.

Friends of St. Mary’s
The prize winners in the September draw, held on 3rd September 2026 were: 

Amount Number Name
£150 252 Mr & Mrs R Williams, Wotton-under- Edge
£75 662 Mrs M Orr-Ewing, Olveston
£50 634 Mr M Riddle, Thornbury 
£25 612 Mrs S Fairhead, Oldbury-on-Severn
£25 643 Mr & Mrs C Paterson, Tockington
£25 489 Mr I Lyons, Oldbury-on-Severn
£25 570 Revd A Lloyd, Tockington
£25 291 Mr A Phillips, Olveston
£20 300 Mrs J Rawles, Olveston
£20 490 Mr I Lyons, Oldbury-on-Severn

If you are not yet a member and wish to join the lottery, please telephone 
Andy Phillips on 01454 614890 or email andisp28@hotmail.co.uk.
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Frontline Martial Arts 
Traditional Martial Arts / Taekwondo 

Mighty Mites (under 10’s): Fridays 4.30-5.15pm at 
Juniors (ages 10-13): Mondays 7.15-8.15pm 

Adults/over 13’s: Mondays 8.15-9.45pm 
at Alveston Youth Centre 

Tel: 07771 692222 
www.frontline-ma.co.uk

For all aspects of carpentry and home improvements

- Doors
- Skirting
- Kitchens
- Fencing
- Decking
- Stairs

- Complete Renovations
- Extensions

-Garage Conversions
-Garden Rooms
-Loft Conversions
-Timber Frames

DESIGN AND BUILD Ltd
Carpentry and Building Services

Call Craig on  
07970 514409

If line is busy then 
please email: 

craigfdb@gmail.com

Olveston Parish Wildlife 
Group Open Meeting

      Mike Woodcock

Here in the Olveston area we have a surprising and wonderful diversity of 
wildlife, thanks to the range of habitats, from damp meadows and the rhine 
system on the way to Ingst or Pilning, woodland at Sheepcombe, The Slad 
and Lower Hazel and calcareous grassland (a rare habitat in the UK 
nowadays) on Tockington (Old Little Down) Hill. More widespread are the 
hedgerows and, very importantly, our gardens.

We are all too aware that our wildlife is under great pressure, and the Making 
Space for Wildlife team are working on our Local Climate and Nature Action 
Plan to help us all contribute to climate action and create thriving habitats for 
wildlife.

To support this, there have been opportunities for the group to discover more 
about our area with three guided walks led by Ed Drewitt (a professional 
naturalist) looking at birds and bats initially but taking in many insects and 
wildflowers on the way. He commented on the sympathetic management by 
the landowners.

We welcome all to join us at the Olveston Parish Wildlife Group Meeting 
on October 6th at the Parish Hall on Upper Tockington Road 7pm to 9pm

We can get together, share some local experiences, see some amazing 
photos, and hear Ed Drewitt on how ‘Small Steps for Wildlife Make a Big 
Difference’. 

You might also discover the result of a debate about a ‘flounced rustic’ or 
‘beautiful arches’. No, nor me, I was utterly unaware of these until last month 
so do come along and find out more! 

Other local delights include fallow, roe and muntjac deer, a wonderful swift 
colony based largely at Olveston Primary School, swallows nesting in some 
barns and feeding over the fields and the allotments, hedgehogs and their 
hoglets, a greater variety of bats than many places (e.g. serotine, noctule, 
pipistrelle and long-eared bats), fieldfare and redwing thrushes in the winter, 
slow-worms and frogs and - if you’ll forgive me becoming a little obscure —
bar headed mason wasp, chicken-in-the-woods, dryads saddle, grass veneer 
and oak hook tip. 

We can tell you more on 6th October.
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∙  Severn Beach, Littleton on Severn

∙  All welcome from £3 a session

∙  Piano teaching for children age 4+

Janet Harrison 

Suzuki Piano Teacher

Janet_harrison@outlook.com

T: 07562 212435

Early Years Group 
Music Classes for 
ages 0-3 years

BROWNIES • COOKIES • CUPCAKES • CELEBRATION CAKES
•FRESH FOCACCIA BREAD• STRAWBERRY JAM•

5 STAR FOOD HYGIENE RATED
OLVESTON

GIFT VOUCHERS AND HAMPERS AVAILABLE

ALL BAKES ARE CUSTOM MADE TO ORDER
PLEASE CONTACT:

HAZELSBAKESLTD@GMAIL.COM
OR

HAZELSBAKES_ (INSTAGRAM)

BROWNIES • COOKIES • CUPCAKES • CELEBRARAR TATA ION CAKES
•FRESH FOCACCIA BREAD• STRARAR WAWA BERRYRYR JAM•

5 STAR FOOD HYGIENE RATED
OLVESTON

GIFT VOUCHERS AND HAMPERS AVAVA AVAV ILABLE

ALL BAKES ARE CUSTOM MADE TO ORDER
PLEASE CONTACT:

HAZELSBAKESLTLTL D@GMAIL.COM
OR

HAZELSBAKES_ (INSTATAT GRAM)

People Can’t Work Without Tools!

For many years, Thornbury Rotary Club, has been involved in the 
shipment of tools to areas of the world that desperately need them for self-
sufficiency. The UK based charity, ‘Tools with A Mission’ works 
tirelessly, gathering donated tools, refurbishing them, sorting them, 
packing them into trade tool kits and despatching them to African 
countries where there is extreme poverty. Thornbury Rotary acts as a hub 
for collections from around the community. The trade kits and training are 
targeted at agricultural workers, builders, carpenters, electricians, motor 
mechanics, workshops, etc. The principal countries are:

Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Malawi

So, if you have tools you no longer need (including working computers, 
sewing machines, and knitting machines) please contact Rotarian

Robin Cole-Morgan on 01454 414281

He will arrange to pick up the tools and take them away
at a time that suits everyone.

Great opportunity to declutter!

Big thank you!

For more information about TWAM, please visit https://www.twam.uk

St Mary’s Bells Restoration Appeal
More Than Just Bells                 Veronica Brown

Every Sunday, wedding, or celebration 
begins with a familiar sound, but few people 
realise the remarkable engineering behind 
it. Each bell, made of bronze, swings 
through a full circle on bearings, wheels and 
wooden headstocks. These moving parts 
carry enormous forces every time the bells 
ring. After more than 100 years of faithful 
service, many have reached the end of their 
working life. The bells themselves are still 
magnificent. It is the framework and fittings 
that need careful restoration, particularly the 
frame and wooden headstocks which are 
suffering from the effects of furniture beetle.

Celebrating Becky and Jay’s wedding in 
November 2025. It wouldn’t have been the 
same without the bells.

Our £90,000 project will preserve this wonderful heritage, and we continue 
working towards raising the remaining £57,000 which is needed to make it 
happen. We have made a wonderful start. If you would like to organize a small 
fundraising event, please let us know, we will be pleased to help: 
revsrural@gmail.com

On Saturday 10th October we will hold an Auction of 
Promises at 7.30 pm at St Mary’s, Olveston. (See 
News from St Mary’s for more details)

Do come along and support us and Help Keep Our
Bells Ringing.

Please donate using the QR Code or contact David 
Prothero: dlprothero@talk21.com to discuss a 
donation.

Bottom page advert
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A great venue for :

• Fitness
• Parties
• Public  events
• Music & Dance

Check availability & book online at   www.olvestonparishhall.co.uk

07780 515317

News from Aust Parish Council
Return of HGVs to the Severn Bridge

Residents of Aust in particular will be aware that National Highways are 
planning to allow the return of HGVs to the Severn Bridge. To do so, they 
need to restrict the volume of heavy traffic on the bridge at one time. All HGVs 
travelling towards the bridge on the M48 will be required to leave the 
motorway at Aust roundabout and then rejoin at the far side of the roundabout; 
traffic lights on the slip road will hold traffic back when the weight limit is 
exceeded. 

National Highways have assured the parish council that they have modelled 
the potential impacts and that traffic will only be held from rejoining the bridge 
occasionally and for a short period. However, the council still has concerns 
about impacts on local residents, particularly those in Sandy Lane who live so 
close to the slipway from the M48 down to the roundabout. 

The parish council continues to press National Highways to do all they can to 
reduce potential impacts. We are pushing for a barrier to be constructed 
between the slip road and the Sandy Lane houses, and for the ‘yellow box’ 
markings on the roundabout to be repainted to reduce the chance of gridlock 
on the roundabout. 

Any further updates will be posted on the parish council website: 
austparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

Woodwell Meadows volunteering

Our regular volunteer sessions at Woodwell Meadows nature reserve, 
Littleton, are a great way to get outdoors, meet new people, and play a 
hands‑on role in caring for one of our parish’s most beautiful natural spaces. 
Led by Cllr. Heather Bayston, volunteers help with scrub removal and the 
conservation of our wildflower meadows, keeping them healthy for wildlife and 
wonderful for everyone to enjoy. The next session will be on Saturday 3rd

October. If you’d like to get involved or want to know more, please contact 
Heather at: heather.bayston@austparishcouncil.gov.uk.

Next parish council meeting

Council meetings are generally held on the second Tuesday of each month, 
except for August and December. Our next regular meeting will be on 13th

October in Elberton village hall, starting at 7:30pm. 

Agendas for council meetings are posted on the village noticeboards at least 
five days before the date of the meeting, and are also available on the council
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Safe and Effective Treatment of:
Back and Neck Pain

Arthritic and Rheumatoid Pain

Joint Pain and Injuries
Sciatica and Trapped Nerves

Tendonitis and Muscle Injuries

Tension Headaches

Call us on 07870 219249 or visit our website 

www.tockingtonosteopathy.co.uk to make an 
appointment or discuss how we can help.

Run by Natalie Gladstone - over 20 years’ experience.
Easy parking on site - all major health insurances covered.

Sweet Water Lane, BS35 3JY

Free Will Review
Book your FREE MEETING at home or at our Thornbury Office.

Get up-to-date Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney to make sure it is 
your wishes that are followed. Have peace of mind that everything is done 
properly by our award-winning team: In person meetings. Plain English 
advice. Clear fixed prices. No hidden costs. Protect their inheritance.

On your own: You choose who you want to inherit from you
Living together: Decide if and how your partner is 
protected
Parent Wills: Provide for children & name Guardians to 
raise them
Later Life Wills: Protect inheritance from Tax and Care 
Home Fees
Lasting Powers of Attorney: Appoint those you trust to 
make decisions, in case of serious illness or injury

W
ill

s
| P

ow

ers
ofAttorney | Probate

Get in touch: message@simpsonslawuk.com | 01454 412 278

Or visit our ground floor offices (free client car park):
12 The Plain, Thornbury, BS35 2BE | simpsonsolicitors.com

20% OFFfull price if you buy 2 Powers of Attorney

“We were made to
feel very welcome 
and cared for” H.L.

“You have lifted a 
great weight off our 

shoulders” C.R. 

website: austparishcouncil.gov.uk/meetings. Residents are very welcome to 
attend. Each meeting includes a slot for raising issues or asking questions of 
the council.

Emma Pattullo, Parish Clerk     
(01454) 837271
clerk@austparishcouncil.gov.uk

News from St. Mary’s
Auction of Promises - Saturday 10th October  7.30pm

Can you make a promise?
We’re holding an Auction of Promises, with a bar and 
canapés, to raise funds for our bell restoration 
project, and we need your help to make it a success! 
We’re looking for all sorts of ‘promises’ that people can 
bid for. They can be practical, delicious, fun or completely 
unique!

Could you offer to: 

Iron a basket of laundry 

Do some cleaning or household jobs 

Help with gardening 

Babysit for an evening 

Take someone’s dog for a walk

Give someone a lift locally—or even to the airport 

Bake a cake for a special occasion 

Prepare a delicious meal or dinner party in the winner’s home

Offer a weekend in your holiday cottage 

…and anything else you can think of! Cont/…………..
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L J HOME CARE SERVICES                   
I CAN ASSIST WITH PERSONAL CARE, MEAL PREPARATION, 

MEDICATION SUPPORT, LAUNDRY/CLEANING/HOUSEHOLD DUTIES, 
HELP WITH TRANSPORTATION, SHOPPING, COMPANIONSHIP 

AND ACCESSING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

FULLY INSURED. ENHANCED DBS. 20 YEARS' EXPERIENCE IN CARE. 
BASED IN OLVESTON

                  CONTACT LAURA ON 07432558869 

 EMAIL – LAURAJHOMECARE@GMAIL.COM

No promise is too small—and you never know what someone might be 
prepared to bid for! Whether you can offer an hour of your time, a special skill, 
a delicious meal or something really unusual, your promise could help us to 
keep those bells ringing. If you can offer a promise, or would like to discuss an 
idea, please contact Debbie oboe-debbie@live.co.uk

A list of all bids will be available in St Mary’s Church and the Olveston Stores 
from Monday October 5th.

Sunday Evening Services at St Mary’s.                Sue Farr

Do you sometimes feel that quiet, reflective moments, are missing in your life?   
Would you like it if someone read you a story and you had the opportunity to 
give your opinion on it afterwards, or not? If that time was spent in a beautiful, 
ancient building, with soft live music, beautiful flower arrangements and just a 
few quiet, like-minded people? Well, that is just what happens, every Sunday 
evening at 6pm, at St Mary’s Olveston. This is what a regular attender said 
about it.

“………….the feeling among us is that we find this type of service very 
intimate and get a lot out of it as a group and individually…….. we sit on chairs 
in a semi-circle at the front which adds to the intimacy and spirituality within 
our church.”

Each Sunday in the month has a slightly different format, including Sung 1662 
Evensong (different, as it  includes the choir) on the 1st Sunday; following 
Sundays are, Short Communion, Celtic Communion, Reflective Evensong,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
and Compline if there is a 5th Sunday. The 2nd to the 5th Sunday Evening 
Services only last around 30 minutes.

Please come and join us and give it a try, we would be very pleased to see 
you.

Holiday Home advert
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Domestic, Commercial 
and Industrial Installations 

All electrics for new build, extensions and 
alterations to satisfy mandatory Building 
Regulations. Landlords safety inspections   

Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) 
Electrical and electronic service and repair 
For 24 hour call-out service available please 

call  Peter Jones: Tel: 07880 858785 
Email: pete.livewire@blueyonder.co.uk

Local number Tel: 01454 613482 
Visit our web site at 

livewire-electrics.co.uk

www.cookinongasltd.co.uk 
enquiries@cookinongasltd.co.uk

Old Down Cricket Club        Tony Gardner 

150 Club Winners September 2026:
£50 Lesley Clarke
£15 Livai Smith
£5   Tui Ganilau

Latest £25 Bonus Ball Winners:
15/08/26 Russell Knight
22/08/26 Malcolm Grosvenor
05/09/26 Tony Williams

Up the Down!

U3A Bridge Groups Jan Winter

Did you know that statistics show that, in the history of card playing, it is 
virtually certain that no two well shuffled packs of cards have ever been in 
exactly the same order? That means that however many times you play card 
games you will never get the same hands. (I’ll spare you the maths but look it 
up on the internet!) I think this might be why many people find card games like 
bridge so interesting – every game is a different challenge with new problems 
to solve.

Bridge may have a reputation for being quite difficult but once you have basic 
‘card sense’ and a system of bidding (i.e. deciding on how many tricks you 
might win with a certain trump suit) it is not so daunting. It can also have a 
reputation for being rather aggressive, but as a social activity our local groups 
try to be friendly and forgiving. As you play the game with a partner this is 
really important!

In Thornbury U3A there are 4 bridge groups which each meet weekly, so 
plenty of choice of different times to play. Three of these groups meet in 
Olveston and a lot of the players are very local. There is also a group for 
learners that meets in Thornbury, as it would be quite daunting to join a group 
where everyone else is much more experienced than you. If you’re interested, 
look at the U3A website for contact details and times of the different groups.

We all try to exercise to keep ourselves fit and I think bridge is a great way to 
get some mental exercise too. The brain needs its work out and a few hours 
playing bridge with a small group each week is a great way to do this.
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Beauty at the Barn
4,Grey Gables , Vicarage Lane, Olveston

For appointments telephone Nicola on
01454 201717

Manicures/Pedicures

New Dermaplaning

New Full On Extensions

Shellac Nails

Waxing

Ear Piercing

Lash Lifts

Eyebrow Shaping

New Henna Brows

Eyelash tinting 
And more….

Evening appointments available

Gift vouchers available

    Olveston & Tockington 
Tennis Club

Introducing a brand new coaching 
programme with TH Tennis.

Offering 5 days/week coaching 
from kids to adults

Clubspark.lta.org.uk/THTennis

www.ottctennis.co.uk

Now’s the time to get back 
on court.

Tockington Green Murders Part 2     
                Nick Fear
Following on from my story about two historic murders in Tockington, which 
appeared in the August magazine, a friend was kind enough to point me in the 
direction of a third. This murder was connected to The Crown Inn on The 
Green, eight years on from the murder of William Fisher in 1841. William 
Fowler the licensee of The Crown Inn, was a married middle-aged man with 
three children. He was greatly respected, beloved in the village for his 
kindness and good manners. Charles Kibby was a 25-year-old farm labourer 
working on the local farm of Samuel Bowden. Kibby was known locally as a 
man of indifferent character. A press report recorded that he had a violent 
temper and held intemperate habits. He was untrustworthy and had been 
prosecuted for stealing.

On the afternoon of Friday the 23rd of March 1849 Kibby had been drinking to 
excess in The White Hart public house. He was refused further drink and left 
to visit the Swan but was again refused a drink due to his intoxicated state. 
Making his way to The Crown, he found the licensee William Fowler relaxing 
in a chair. In an offensive manner he told the William to get up and give him a 
cider. He handed him a half-crown in payment and was given the requested 
drink. The licensee returned to Kibby and gave him change, mentioning that 
he had deducted the sum which he already owed from a visit on the previous 
evening. Kibby became angry and verbally abusive, he threatened William and 
swore vengeance on him. William told Kibby that he would not permit such 
behaviour and language and told him to leave. Kibby swore that he would not 
and continued his threats and verbal rant. William made towards him and 
placed his hand on his shoulder to forcibly eject him from the premises. Kibby 
attacked William immediately with savage force, beating him about his head 
and body. The press report reads; “at length he gave such a severe blow to 
the area of his heart, as to instantly deprive him of life, the unfortunate man fell 
and never spoke a word afterwards”. Fellow customers who had witnessed the 
incident set about detaining Kibby. He fought ferociously against them but was 
eventually overpowered. They called a local constable and Kibby was taken to 
Almondsbury police station cells.

On April 7th Charles Kibby stood trial in Gloucester charged with the 
manslaughter of William Fowler. The full facts were given by witnesses and 
Kibby himself, now sobered, spoke in his defence. He maintained that he had 
wished the deceased no harm, he knew him and his family well and had often 
drunk at The Crown. On the day he had been drinking for hours and could not 
fully remember the events due to his intoxication. He bitterly regretted what 
had happened. The court ran over time whilst the judge considered the case. 
He found Charles guilty and sentenced him to one month’s imprisonment.
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    Tockington Manor School                 Tockington Manor School             

“Leaders create a caring 
environment which encourages 

pupils to be relaxed and happy.”

Scan the QR code / Visit www.tockingtonmanorschool.com / Call 01454 613229  
    Tockington Manor School             

�������������������������

Your advert could be here and reaching 1,500 households

Contact Bernard 
meetingpointadvertising@gmail.com

Kibby does not seemed to have reformed his habits. In July 1849 he was 
sentenced to eighteen months for stealing a sheep from Alfred Clark of 
Olveston*. In 1863 he and four others were prosecuted for burning effigies in 
Tockington. This custom connected to ancient practices intended to curse 
individuals. The group had simply been bound over to keep the peace and felt 
this was a victory for them. They celebrated by placing ribbons in their hats in 
triumph and no doubt imbibing to excess. 

Charles Kibby died in March 1899 aged 74 years. He may have been a local 
character to some, more than a nuisance to others. He undoubtable suffered 
from the negative effects of intoxication albeit self-imposed. It is fortunate that 
in life this is by far the exception to the rule. 

* I did wonder if I should quote Mr Bumble in Oliver Twist as the title for this
story, ‘The law is an ass’. One month for manslaughter, but eighteen months
for stealing a sheep?

Advent Windows 
We will be lighting up the villages in December with our popular Advent 
windows. A living local Advent calendar. 

If you would like to create a window, please contact Debbie for more 
information: oboe-debbie@live.co.uk

Thornbury Art Club 
Tuesday 27th October 2026 Club Night. 
Join us this club night to watch Barry Herniman paint a coastal scene in 
watercolour, full of colour and vibrancy. Barry loves to travel with his sketch 
book, capturing scenes of his beloved landscapes or the buzz of the city. His 
favourite medium is watercolour, with the fascination of its transparency and 
movement as colours mingle and unfurl on the paper. 

Members free, non-members very welcome - £6 on the door, cash or card. 
7.15pm until 9.30pm.  
St Mary’s Church Hall, Eastbury Rd, Thornbury, BS35 1DR   Free parking 
on-site. For more information contact: 
www.thornburyartclub.co.uk www.facebook.com/ThornburyArtClub or 
email publicrelations.tac@gmail.com 
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Come rain or shine, 
                  estate 
agents have the 
experience and 
knowledge to take 
you smoothly through 
the moving process.

53 High Street | Thornbury | BS35 2AR
01454 279734   |  sales@lisacosta.co.uk  |  lisacosta.co.uk  

Please note; If your property is currently on the market, the terms and conditions  of your
Existing agency agreement must be considered before instructing ourselves.

The agent 
for all seasons

We Care Like
Family
Inhouse physiotherapy team
Regular décor upgrades
Automated care plans
Personalised medications
Adapted wheelchair car
Idyllic gardens & grounds
Amazing activities plan

Come and see us: 01454 412 266

October at The Armstrong
Since opening in April, our lovely venue has had many people pass through 
the doors to attend an event, watch a film, listen (and dance) to a great variety 
of music or just enjoy a drink in our delightful Foyer Bar. If you haven’t yet set 
foot over the threshold, we have some good news! You can now pop in 
between 10am and 12pm on Wednesday and Thursday when one of our 
friendly and knowledgeable stewards will give you a tour, answer any 
questions you may have and provide you with information on booking a show 
or hiring our venue.  If you knew the old venue you will be thrilled by the 
changes, and if it is your first visit you will be delighted to find such a great 
facility on your doorstep.

October is full of enticing events and activities, starting on October 3rd with the 
hilarious and critically acclaimed Pantaloon Theatre Company who will be 
bringing their blockbuster show The (Almost) Complete History of Britain to 
The Armstrong.  This will be history not quite as you know it as the Pantaloons 
take you on a breathless race through the entire history of Britain in under two 
hours.  Following on the heels of earlier successful Armstrong Sessions in the 
gorgeous Foyer Bar, on Sunday 11th at 7pm, Piano Mike will be performing hits 
from Billy Joel, Elton John and other classic favourites. Joining him will be solo 
vocalist Gina Rose who will offer hits through the decades, including ABBA, 
Fleetwood Mac and Shania Twain - and please join in - extra mics will be 
available!

It’s into the Strictly season, so put on your 
dancing shoes for the Autumn Tea Dance 
on October 14th, held in the Cossham 
Hall from 2pm.  Local dance callers, 
Belinda and Peter will take you through 
your steps in a warm and welcoming 
atmosphere with other dance 
enthusiasts.

As for half term activities,  look no further 
than The Armstrong for amazing family 
entertainment for all ages.  Starting with 
Rock the Tots, suitable children for aged 
0 to 6, Steph and Craig bring spooky 
tunes combined with bubbles, puppets 
and comic turns – all with a Halloween 
theme. On Thursday 29th, at 10am, there 
will be a Halloween Family Yoga Session
and on Friday 30th at 11am, Richard
Welsh will bring his unique Wow Bubble 
Show for Kids (see photo) and their 



Page 30 Page 31

The Mobile
Hairdrdr rerer sser
Are you ready to transform your hair game with the ultimate convenience? Introducing The Mobile
Hairdresser! (otherwise known as Gareth) the premier mobile hairdressing service that brings salon-
quality treatments right to your doorstep. Whether you're at home, the office, or anywhere in between, I
am equipped to provide a range of services tailored to your needs. Say goodbye to long waits and travel
hassles—experience personalized haircuts, color treatments, and styling in the comfort of your own
space. Perfect for busy professionals, parents, or anyone who values their time, The Mobile Hairdresser
ensures you look and feel your best without any compromise. Book your appointment today and lets
redefine your hairdressing experience!

Our Services Include:
Precision Haircuts: Tailored to suit your style and personality.
Coloring & Highlights: From natural tones to vibrant hues.
Styling & Blowouts: Perfect for any occasion.
Balayage
Tape Extentions: colouring and blending services
kids and gents

Why Choose me?
Stylists with Years of Experience and working in salon
Salon quality services and products from the convenience of your own home
Personalized Consultations

Book Your Appointment Today!
MOBILE 07964603412
IInstagram @garethjglove
Follow us on facebook @garethlove for the latest trends and offers!

Premium homecare
without premium prices

Rated 9.7/10 by homecare.co.uk

Call us on 01454 802 906 to book a FREE home assessment

Our care is highly flexible and tailored to your individual
circumstances

Visit us at 63 High Street Thornbury BS35 2ANwww.village-care.co.uk

Based in ThornburyLocal Independent Fully Regulated

families.  Be amazed as Richard performs some wonderful bubble tricks and 
creates bubble sculptures.  There will be plenty of silliness and interactive 
activities.  Then, as the climax to a week of scintillating spookiness head for 
the Family Halloween Party on the afternoon of October 31st with lots of fun 
and games, dressing up and general hilarity – with a spooky twist!

For full details and how to buy tickets for these events and many others in 
October, such as weekly Line Dancing sessions and The Thornbury Clothes 
Swap on October 9th, visit our website: www.thearmstrong.co.uk/whats-on

CRUK Autumn Fair
The Autumn Fair for Cancer Research UK will take place on Saturday October 
17th, 10-1pm at St. Helen’s School, Alveston, BS35 2QX

We will have a craft table, Christmas cards, Christmas gifts, local honey, jams, 
pickles, cakes for sale, plus our tombola. And, of course, there is always 
tea/coffee and cake. 

We look forward to seeing you. For further information, please call 07707
159645.

Guys and Dolls
From 28th to 31st October, Thornbury Musical Theatre Group will be 
performing "Guys and Dolls", written by Jo Swerling and Abe Burrows, a 
musical which the group last performed in 2002. Directed by Jacqs Graham 
and ably assisted by Bev Pepall, this is sure to be a crowd pleaser. 

Musical Director Roger Winter is working with the cast to make the very 
best of the wonderful music and lyrics by Frank Loesser which include 
notable songs such as Luck Be a Lady, Sit Down, You're Rockin' the Boat 
and Adelaide's Lament. The band, comprising nine members, will certainly 
enhance this production in the wonderful Olympus Theatre.  Added to this 
Ella Jones is once again putting the cast through its paces with her 
fabulous choreography.  The cast of 36 is one of our largest casts to date, 
including 16 new members who have joined the group.

Performances will take place at The Olympus Theatre on the WISE campus 
in Filton at 7.30pm Wednesday 28th to Friday 30th October, then a matinee 
at 2.30pm and an evening performance at 7pm on Saturday 31st October. 
Tickets are available from www.tmtg.org.uk
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New Road, Olveston, BS35 4DX

01454 202030

• All makes servicing 
and repairs

• Petrol and Diesel 
MOT Testing

• Tyres, Exhausts 
and Batteries

• Air Conditioning 
• Latest Bosch     

On-Board 
Diagnostics

• Vehicle Sales

Charity no: 1077595 I Company no: 02894715

Are you looking

for a fulfilling role
with purpose

Find outmore
Website: www.ategi.org.uk

Email: info@ategi.co.uk
Phone: 0117 3321 030

Become a Shared
Lives carer!
Charity no: 1077595 I Company no: 02894715

Are you a caring
person looking for
more than just a job?
Find purpose with Shared Lives.

Music at St. Mary’s Thornbury
3rd Sunday Afternoon Concert 
on October 18th.

Our guests will be NotaBene, a 
small a cappella ensemble, based 
in Bristol. They perform a wide 
repertoire of music ranging from 
medieval part songs to 
arrangements of present-day pop 
classics. I am sure we shall find 
their programme enjoyable. 

The concert starts at 4.00pm and is followed by refreshments. Admission is 
free and there is a retiring collection, the proceeds of which go to St Mary's 
Music.

Piano Recital 
There will be a recital with piano 4-hands given by Andrew Nesler and Blake 
Huang. They will be performing Holst's The Planets and the powerful 
environmentally based 2013 Sonata for four hands by Stuart Greenbaum. 

The recital will take place at Alveston Methodist Church on Saturday 3rd 
October at 2pm under the auspices of Thornbury u3a Music Group. There will 
be no entry fee, just a charity collection at the end. Tea, coffee and cake will 
be served. For further information contact Jos Gregson on 01454-411652 or
email josgregson@gmail.com

The Thornbury Poppy Appeal
We are looking for new collectors to help with this year’s 
campaign. We need volunteers who can do two-hour slots at 
four locations in and around Thornbury during the period 

24th October to November 11th. 

If you can support the appeal and raise funds for veterans and military 
families, please get in touch with the RBL appeal organiser, Kevin Arnold. 
5306arnol@armymail.mod.uk or text 07971 319737. 
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For further information please contact us on:

Build without planning permission

Quality design service from 
concept to completion

Planning, construction drawings and 
contract administration service 
tailored to suit you

Domestic, CommeDomestic, Commercial ,
and Sustainable Architecture. 

Experienced working with 
Listed Buildings

Build your dream home in your 
garden

Development Advice and Appraisal

3D 3D Visualisation Servicesinfo@gsharchitects.co.uk
www.gsharchitects.co.uk
Almondsbury, Bristol 

07780 000220

  Tell people you saw them in Bradley Stoke & Little Stoke Gifford Matters 22

Professional 

Rats - Mice - Squirrels - Wasps - Bees 
Moles - Magpies - Feral Pigeons

Ants - Insects

Contact Jeff  

07745 209947 / 01454 416620

Rats - Mice - Squirrels - Wasps - Bees 

07745 209947 / 01454 416620
Domestic and Commercial

Pest Control

Thornbury and District 

New Members’ Welcome Meeting Friday 23rd October from 3.30-4:30pm in 
St Mary’s Church Hall, Eastbury Rd, BS35 1DR

This meeting is to welcome new and prospective members of Thornbury u3a. 
Following a short talk about Thornbury u3a, tea and coffee will be available 
and some of the interest groups will illustrate their activities. 
If you have just joined do come along. Please also encourage anyone who is 
thinking of joining us to come along to find out more. 
For more information visit our website https://thornbury.u3asite.uk/ or contact 
the membership secretary membership@thornburyu3a.org.uk

Thornbury u3a Coffee Morning Saturday 14th November
from 10:30 – 11:30 in Porch House, Christ the King, Castle Street. 

Members and non-members are welcome. Some u3a groups will be 
represented and will be happy to answer questions. There will also be 
refreshments. Please do come along to meet other people and have a coffee 
and chat. NB: For members with no email address only, the Autumn 
Newsletter will be available to collect. 

For further information visit our website: Thornbury u3a or for membership 
enquiries please email membership@thornburyu3a.org.uk

Thornbury and District 
League of Friends

Grant-Giving Programme 2026/7

Thornbury and District League of Friends (TADLOF) have celebrated five very 
successful years of community grant awards and support.  Also, since the 
closure of Thornbury Hospital at the end of 2018, we have continued to 
support the Outpatients in St Mary Centre.

Cont/…………

Thornbury and District 
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BILLY COOK
WJC PLUMBING & TILING

07748 085 920
WJCPLUMBING@OUTLOOK.COM

FACEBOOK.COM/WJCPLUMBINGANDTILING
INSTAGRAM.COM/WJCPLUMBINGANDTILING

BATHROOM & WET ROOM DESIGN & INSTALLATIONS

TILING    GENERAL PLUMBING    PLASTERING

Last year a record total of almost £30k was granted to local charities including:
SARA;  GWAAC; New Start Debt Advice; BRACE; KRUNCH SW; 
Rockhampton Ravens; Thornbury's 2 Memory Cafés.

TADLOF encourages local organisations to apply for a grant towards any
wellbeing or health-related project supporting our charitable aims for which our 
financial assistance might be needed.  We welcome your interest and will 
consider all requests carefully.

The 2026/7 programme will operate as follows:
7 October - 9 November 2026:  Grant Applications to be submitted;
9 November: Last date for Grant Application submission;
13 November: Announcement of Grants awarded.

Please contact Andrea for further information: abates1101@msn.com

Please note: We always need more active members to help us put on future 
events, so if you are interested in assisting in any way, please contact Paul on 
paul.wilkinson53@outlook.com  

Green Force
Glaciers are melting six times faster than in the 1990s  due to 
1.2°C global warming and  losing tons of ice annually. Areas 

affected are  high mountainous regions such as the Alps, Greenland, Alaska, 
Andes and the Himalayas. Glaciers in the Himalayas are retreating by 20 
metres each year. Glacier melt accelerates warming of the ice because rock 
becomes exposed and absorbs solar radiation (ice normally reflects the solar 
radiation). This then amplifies ice loss, creating a feedback loop that 
accelerates glacier retreat and contributes directly to global melt. Communities 
in downstream regions face seasonal collapses in water availability. Melting 
glaciers are not only reshaping landscapes but also amplifying hazards like 
floods, landslides, and ecosystem collapse. This rapid ice loss contributes to 
freshwater shortages, threatening at least ten major Asian river systems 
whose populations rely on glacial rivers for their water supplies for drinking, 
hydro power and agriculture . Glacier melt also adds about 1.5 mm per year  
rise to the sea level. The recent disaster in Nepal has been a tragic example 
of glacier melt.

Date for your diary: 18th October - National Reuse Day, created to 
encourage us all to reuse and repair items instead of throwing them away.
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11 The Plain, Thornbury, BS35 2AG

PHYSIOTHERAPY

CHIROPRACTIC

PODIATRY

CHIROPODY

"Optimise your Health"

Please Enquire:

Tel: 01454 528608
Email: info@optimuscp.com

Web: optimuscp.com

WWW.GRANGECARPETS.CO.UK

GRANGE CARPETS 
&  CURTAINS 
CARPETS   |   RUGS & MATS
VINYL & LVT    |   LAMINATE

MADE TO MEASURE CURTAINS & BLINDS

Serving the local community since 1984
Our carpet prices include standard fitting, with a free home 

measurement and consultation service 

01454 419 805
28 St Mary Street   |   Thornbury  |  BS35 2AT

INFO@GRANGECARPETS.CO.UK

Paris by Night
An enchanted orchestral evening

Relax at an indulgent, romantic evening of music that captures the soul of the 
City of Light. Paris by Night evokes the smoky cafes of Edith Piaf to the 
refined elegance of Poulenc and the dreamlike soundscapes of Debussy. 
The Bristol Ensemble’s prestigious musicians celebrate the timeless beauty 
of French music under the stars – a dream of an evening.

The concert takes place at The Cossham Hall, Chapel Street, Thornbury on 
Saturday 24th October at 7.30pm.  

Tickets £25 from AAGThornbury@gmail.com or call 01454 850933 
www.bristolensemble.com 

Paris by Night
An enchanted orchestral evening

Relax at an indulgent, romantic evening of music that captures the soul of the 
City of Light. Paris by Night evokes the smoky cafes of Edith Piaf to the 
refined elegance of Poulenc and the dreamlike soundscapes of Debussy. 
The Bristol Ensemble’s prestigious musicians celebrate the timeless beauty 
of French music under the stars – a dream of an evening.

The concert takes place at The Cossham Hall, Chapel Street, Thornbury on 
Saturday 24th October at 7.30pm.  

Tickets £25 from AAGThornbury@gmail.com or call 01454 850933 
www.bristolensemble.com 



Page 40 Page 41

Free Quotes

Radiant heating
Boilers

Radiators
Plumbing

LPG, natural gas, oil

Domestic
Commercial
Breakdowns/ call outs
Servicing
Installations 
Warm air heating

www.edgeheatingandplumbing.com info@edgeheatingandplumbing.com

Coming up in November…………

Allotment Society AGM
The Olveston Parish Allotment and Gardeners’ Association (OPAGA) will be 
holding its AGM at 7.30pm on Friday 6th November in Olveston Parish Hall.

After the brief AGM we will have a speaker – Victoria Wright, PhD, M.B.P.R., a 
professional horticulturalist who will speak on ‘Gardening with Peat Free Soil’.

All are welcome to join us; refreshments will be served and there will be a bar. 
If you are not an OPAGA member we would be grateful if you would let us 
know if you would like to come. Please email: janwinterolveston@gmail.com

Severn Vale Flower Club 
Our Christmas Open Evening on Tuesday 3rd November is a demonstration by 
Angela Turner entitled A Natural Christmas.

Angela is a national demonstrator and a floral designer. She has been flower 
arranging for several years and has also competed at Chelsea, winning gold.  

Olveston & Tockington Parish Hall. Doors open at 6.30pm for 7.30pm.

For tickets and more information call 01453 811089 or 01454 885213.

Tongue in Cheek
Gilbert and Sullivan meet Tom Lehrer, in a feast of 
musical satire, served up by Michael Lunts. Actor, pianist 
and singer Michael Lunts pays tribute, with his tongue 
firmly in his cheek, to those masters of satirical song 
writing, Gilbert and Sullivan and Tom Lehrer, who had 
more in common than you might think.

Hilarious send-ups include The Ruler of the Queen’s Navee and Lehrer’s 
setting of all the elements of the Periodic Table to the tune of  I Am The Very 
Model of a Modern Major General.

The performance takes place at the Cossham Hall, Chapel Street, Thornbury 
on Saturday November 14th 7.30pm. Tickets £20 from AAGThornbury                                     
or call 01454 850933 . 

Fundraiser for the Jessie May Trust.                                                                                                          
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Yours Faithfully Revd. C Neil Mobbs
The Oasis Church, Old Down

You may have heard the phrase ‘change is here to stay’. As I write these 
notes a new Prime Minister has come into office and a new school year has 
started. It is the beginning of autumn. Climate change is here we are told, 
following the hottest summer on record and future summers may be hotter
….and so on.

Maybe your circumstances have changed too. Possibly they have become 
more difficult in terms of your health or your family or your finances. As a 
Christian I have been privileged to serve as a Hospital Chaplain and a Minister 
for many years and continue to lead services and seek to help people 
pastorally.

I am so encouraged that amidst all life’s challenges (having lost my wife four 
years ago) I have personally learned to trust in the living God revealed in 
Jesus, who the Bible says is the same yesterday, today and forever.(Hebrews 
chapter 13 verse 8).

One of the Greek names translated for Jesus is I AM seen many times in the 
Gospel of John. I am so grateful that He lives for ever, the same constant and 
consistent Friend, who loves us all. You are precious to Him. We are invited to 
put our trust in Him and commit our lives to Him for time and eternity.

Whatever circumstances you are experiencing this Autumn, I pray that you will 
turn to Jesus, praying He will forgive you all your wrongdoings and receive 
from Him the joy of knowing Him in a personal relationship that will last for 
ever. May God bless you!

The Oasis Church Old Down
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‘Indawes 
- Outdawes’

Decorating and 
Home Improvements

Painting  |  Wall Papering
Floor Laying

Martin Dawes    07720 509653    
martin.dawes@live.com

For all your Tree Care needs, look no
further than Bamfield Tree Services!

07761 810483
www.bamfieldtreeservices.co.uk
info@bamfieldtreeservices.co.uk

Local. Friendly. Reliable.

Professional Chimney Sweeps

Working locally since 2003. An experienced 
heating and plumbing engineer. For a no  
obligation quote please call Mike       
Mob: 07554 825813 Tel: 01454 613780 

Severnside 
Heating & Plumbing 
 Installations
 Servicing
 Repairs

Working locally since 2003. An experienced 
heating and plumbing engineer. For a no  
obligation quote please call Mike       
Mob: 07554 825813 Tel: 01454 613780 
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Church News
ST MARY the VIRGIN, OLVESTON
Oct 4th 11am

6pm

Harvest Festival followed by 
a Ploughman’s lunch - Choir
A Said Communion 

Rev David Lloyd

Rev David Lloyd
Oct 11th 10am

6pm
Morning Prayer – Choir
A Short Holy Communion

Rev David Lloyd
Rev David Lloyd

Oct 18th 10am
6pm

Morning Prayer - Choir
Celtic Communion  

Janet McBride
Rev Ann Lloyd

Oct 25th 10am
6pm

Holy Communion – Choir
Reflective Evensong

Rev Ann Lloyd
Janet McBride

First Sunday of the month during term time, Messy Church 9am.
Every Saturday (term time) ‘REFRESH’, 4.30–5.30 – Fun, relaxed church.
Every Wednesday, Holy Communion, 10am.
NB Clergy may change.
Contact: Rev David Moss, 01454 415190, mossds@gmail.com

CHAPELRY OF ST JOHN, AUST
Oct 11th 10am Harvest Festival (see below) Rev David 

Moss/Trevor 
Cook

Oct 25th 10am Morning Prayer Trevor Cook
Contact: Trevor Cook, 01454 618442  
Church Wardens: Jenn Dickens 632312 and Jon Burnett 633835 
NB: Places for The Harvest Lunch are limited and must be pre-booked via 
Jenn Dickens. The cost of the meal is £10 pp with the aim of raising 
money for the needed graveyard renovations

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST, ELBERTON
Oct 11th 9am Morning Prayer Rev Ann Lloyd
Oct 25th 9am Holy Communion Rev Ann Lloyd
Contacts: Church Wardens: Catharine Gunnery 413225 and Cheryl 
Meredith 411065



Page 46 Page 47

Independent Stairlift Specialist
01454 413748 07833 318722

www.thornburystairlifts.co.uk

SALES SERVICING & REPAIRS

� New & Re-conditioned
Stairlifts & Warranty

� Removals & Relocations
� Free Surveys & Quotes

– No Obligation
� Rentals for Straight Stairs

Independent, Professional &
Friendly Advice

Over 24 years practical experience
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Independent Stairlift Specialist
01454 413748 07833 318722

www.thornburystairlifts.co.uk

SALES SERVICING & REPAIRS

� New & Re-conditioned
Stairlifts & Warranty

� Removals & Relocations
� Free Surveys & Quotes

– No Obligation
� Rentals for Straight Stairs

Independent, Professional &
Friendly Advice

Over 24 years practical experience

• Free	local	delivery
• Free	assembly
• Free	disposal	of	your	bed

Divans	/	Mattresses	/	Ottoman	&	Wall beds /
Memory foam &	latex	mattresses /	Beds	made
to	measure /	Pine, Metal &	leather beds		

Open		Tuesday	to	Friday: 9am-5pm	
											 Saturday: 10am-3pm

Visit	our	showroom: The	Old	Post	Office
26a	Gloucester	Road,	Rudgeway,	Bristol,	
BS35	3RY	(by	the	speed	camera)

01454	617 277	or 07887	853479

01594 841559 

ST MARY DE MALMESBURY, LITTLETON-ON-SEVERN
Oct 11th 3pm Harvest Rev David Moss
Oct 25th 3pm Evensong with Holy Communion Rev David Moss
Contacts: Tracey Black 417660 and Tim Pyper 416422 /07802 419451        

OLVESTON AND TOCKINGTON METHODIST CHURCH
Oct 4th 10am Olv Ch Morning Worship Local Arrangement

Oct 11th 10am Olv Ch Morning Worship led by Pearl Luxon
Oct 18th 10am Olv Ch Morning Worship led by Brenda Isherwood
Oct 25th 10am Olv Ch Morning Worship led by Revd. Simon 

Edwards
Contact: Rev Dr Simon Edwards 418176 Simon.edwards@methodist.org.uk

THE VINE House of Prayer, Pilning Street, Awkley BS35 4HL
Meeting at 11am every Sunday and on the 1st and 3rd Weds at 2.30pm.
Contact: 01454 612084, thevine_awkley@hotmail.com

THE OASIS CHURCH, OLD DOWN
Services at 6.30pm every Sunday. All are welcome.
Contact: Neil Mobbs, cnmobbs@hotmail.com

AUST EVANGELICAL CHURCH Service 11am every Sunday

LITTLETON EVANGELICAL CHURCH Service 5.30pm every Sunday
Contact: esther@thebamfields.co.uk

RC CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING, Thornbury  
Mass on Sundays at 9.00 and 10.30am
Contact: 01454 412223, https://ctkandholycross.org.uk  

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS), Thornbury
Contact: Chris Willmore, chriswillmore@blueyonder.co.uk

THORNBURY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Services are every Sunday at 10.45am Rev Neil Thorogood
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Diary Dates for October:
Information believed to be correct at going to press.
1 Thurs Thornbury Farmers Market

Coffee Shop, every Thurs
Good afternoon choir, every Thurs
Thornbury Art Club painting Studio, 
every Thurs.

9am
9.30-12pm
1-3pm
1.30-4.30pm

StM
URC
SMCH

2 Fri Haven Memory Café every 1st&3rd Fri
Tockington Community Café
Friday Monthly Music Night

10.15-11.45am
10-12pm
7.30pm

URC
TMC
CTK

3 Sat Park run every Sat
Love Thornbury Octoberfest
Piano Recital

9am
10am
2pm

MPF
Thorn
AMC

4 Sun Litter picking 10a. OPH
5 Mon Severn Vale Flower Club.

Monday Movies
2pm
7.30pm

SMCH
StM

6 Tues Citizens Advice, every Tues
Thornbury Arts Club painting studio,
every Tues.
Olveston Wildlife Grp meeting
WRBL meeting

10-12pm
1.30-4.30pm

7pm
7.30pm

TTH
SMCH

OPH
DGCL

7 Wed Table Tennis every Weds
Olveston Parish Historical Society

7pm
7.30pm

OPH
OPS

10 Sat Coffee Morning 10-12pm OMC
11 Sun Sunday Music night 7pm CtK
12 Mon Severn Vale Flower club: Demo 2pm SMCH
13 Tues Thornbury Memory Café every 2nd & 

4th Tues
Olveston & Tockington WI

10.15-11.45am

7.30pm

URC

OPH
15 Thurs Thornbury Farmers Market 9am
17 Sat Repair Café

CRUK Autumn Fair
10-1pm
10-1pm

StH
StHSc

18 Sun St Mary’s Music 4pm StMT
20 Tues Parish Hall AGM 7.30pm OPH
23 Fri u3a: New members welcome meeting 3.30-4.40pm SMCH

24 Sat AAG: Paris by Night 7.30pm CH
26 Mon Severn Vale Flower Club; Practise 1.30pm SMCH
27 Tues Thornbury Arts Club Night 7.15pm SMCH
28 Weds Alveston Local History Society talk 7.30pm AMC
29 Thurs TMTG: Guy and Dolls until Sat 31st 7.30pm TOT

Looking forward to November:
6th Nov - Friday OPAGA AGM 7.30pm Olveston Parish hall
14th Sat -Thornbury u3a Coffee Morning, 10.30-11.30pm, Porch House CTK

KEY: AMC – Alveston Methodist Church, AMH – Alveston Methodist Hall, AOSH-
Almondsbury Old School Hall, AVH – Aust Village Hall CS – Castle School, CH –
Cosham Hall CTK – Christ the King, DGCL – Daldry Gardens Community Lounge,
ECVH – Easter Compton Village Hall, EVH – Elberton Village Hall, FVH-Falfield 
village Hall, JHA – Jubilee Hall, Alveston LVH – Littleton Village Hall MSch -
Marwood Schoo MPF - Mundy playing fields OC – Oasis Church, Old Down, ODE –
Old Down Estate OMC - Olveston Methodist Church, OMH – Olveston Methodist 
Hall, OPH – Olveston Parish Hall, OTF-Olympus Theatre Filton OPS-Olveston 
Primary School PHT -Porch House, Thornbury QAMP – Queen Alexandra Memorial 
Pavilion, Old Down RHVH - Rockhampton village hall. StH – St Helen’s Church, 
Alveston. StHSc – St Helen’s School StM – St Mary’s Church, StMB – St Mary’s 
Berkely StMT – Thornbury St Mary’s Ch, StP Sch – St Peters School, Pilning
SMCH – St Mary’s Church Hall SBVH – Severn Beach Village Hall, Thornbury, TA-
The Armstrong, TGC – Thornbury Golf Club, TCC-Turnberries, TOT-The Olympus 
Theatre TMC -Tockington Methodist Church, TMCH – Thornbury Methodist 
Church Hall, TTH - Thornbury Town Hall, URC – United Reform Church WADCA –
Winterbourne & District Community Association

Contact details for any clubs or organisations in the Meeting Point area can be found in the Meeting 
Point Directory on the community website: www.olvestonandaust.com.  If you would like to update your 
organisation’s details, please email: meetingpointsecretary@olvestonandaust.com

Advertisements Neither Meeting Point, its editor, nor management committee accept any responsibility 
or give any guarantee in case of any dispute or claim as to quality, condition or delivery of commodities 
or services advertised in this magazine. It is not to be taken that publication implies recommendation.  It 
is always advisable to check prices when ordering goods or services.  
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the editor or Meeting Point magazine
Copyright Meeting Point 2026. Copyright remains with the author(s) and Meeting Point.  No part of this 
publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form without the prior permission of the copyright 
owners.    
                                          Meeting Point is printed by Motion Printing Ltd.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A truly local independent estate agency with over 40 years of experience and with unrivalled 
knowledge of the property market within Thornbury and South Gloucestershire.  

Our caring sales business is based on our reputation, honesty and integrity. 
 

Please contact: Rowena Moncrieffe  
for further details… 

     14 The Plain, Thornbury 
Tel No: 01454 858007 

www.bondsofthornbury.co.uk 
enquiries@bondsofthornbury.co.uk 
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