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Tockington, Old Down, Lower Hazel, Awkley, Ingst, Aust, Elberton and Littleton upon Severn

From the Editor
Here we are at the start of another New Year and 
who knows what it will bring? One thing is certain; 
there will be plenty of activities, of one sort or 
another, on offer in or near our villages. 

The Making Space for Wildlife initiative is 
continuing to grow, and this month we hear about 
their new Wildlife Group. The Parish Players will be 
busy rehearsing throughout January for their show 
next month in the Parish Hall. Olveston Parish 
Historical Society’s January meeting, on an 
unusual topic, sounds very interesting

Further afield – but only slightly – we have some 
early information about a brand-new Walking 
Festival to be held for the first time in Thornbury. 
Although it is a month away, early booking during 
January is strongly recommended.

From all of us at Meeting Point, to all our readers, 
we wish you health and happiness in 2026.

Cover illustration by the late Ingrid Jeckells
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NEW YEAR

NEW YOU!
GIVE UP SMOKING WITH 

ACUPUNCTURE

SPECIAL OFFER
4 sessions for £140 (usually £150) 

FREE Telephone Consultation

Top-to-Tail 
Housekeeping

Trading 
Standards 
Accredited

• Professional
• Dependable
• Comprehensive service

Felina 
Contract Cleaning

01454 201562
07790 050187
cleaning@felina.biz
www.felina.biz
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Vicarage Farm
Holistic Therapy Centre

Hypnotherapy
A safe and effective treatment: to 

remove stress, anxiety, depression
and phobias.  Allowing positive and 

powerful changes in your life.
Tel 01454 614390

www.vicaragefarm.org

Bringing balance back
into your life.

Offering a wide range of
Holistic Treatments.

Tockington’s Hidden History:
Washingpool Hill Sheepwash

       Martin Gibson and Tony Turnbull

On Washingpool Hill Road, opposite the driveway up to Sheepcombe House 
(originally Farm), is a low stone wall. Behind the wall is an ancient sheepwash. 
On either side the road verges are common land, so it is likely that this was 
used by a number of farms, notably Sheepcombe Farm and Home Farm 
(opposite Tockington Manor). Sheep would have been ushered into the wash 

from the western side of 
Washingpool Hill Road,
and probably exited on 
the eastern side, but no 
evidence of an exit point 
remains. It first appears 
on a map dated 1844. (At 
the end of this article is 
some detailed information 
on the history of sheep 
scab.)

There are two water feeds 
into the sheepwash which 
travel under the road from 
Sheepcombe House 
driveway. The stream 
provides the water to 
Tockington Mill Rhine 
which starts on the Lower 
Tockington Road. The 
walls of the wash, which 
are about 4 feet high, are 
constructed of part 
dressed local stone. One 
imagines that it would 
have been more practical 

to have built a rectangular structure, but for some odd reason there are 5 walls 
plus the roadside wall. Today, parts of the stonework have been washed away 
but the majority remain in place. One important stone, however, has fallen into 
the stream. It is a sluice gate stone, one of two which, when fitted with a metal 
plate, created sufficient depth of water for the sheep to be thoroughly dipped. 
Local residents know that the roadway here often floods in times of heavy 
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• Site/garden clearance
• Narrow Access Equipment
• Footings & Groundwork
• Drainage/Soakaways
• Driveway Preparation
• Stump Removal

DIGGER & DRIVER HIRE

CPCS/CITB
Qualified & 

Insured

Price or 
day work

T: 07900 372 349
E: tom@teplantltd.co.uk

Narrow Access Equipment
Footings & Groundwork

All types of aerial and satellite work undertaken including: 

• - Reception problems               - Additional room feeds 
• - TV wall mounting                    - Setting up and tuning                   

- CCTV                                        - WI-FI access points   
• - Free Quotations

MD Aerials
Call Michael Dagger

Over 34 years experience

T:01454 418 341                  M:07817 304 236 
mikemdaerials@gmail.com        www.mdaerials.co.uk

rainfall and it is probable that the sluice gate stone was deliberately knocked 
over to allow the sheepwash to drain more quickly after its use was 
discontinued.

Judging by the type of stonework, the map and the history of sheep dipping in 
this country, it is probable that the sheepwash was built early in the first half of 
the 19th century. There is historical verbal evidence (Meeting Point) that its 
use ended in 1944. The roadside wall was constructed by South Glos Council 
some 20 years ago to prevent cars from sliding off the road into the 
sheepwash in icy conditions.

Sheep scab is one of the oldest known diseases of sheep and is probably the 
same as mentioned in the Bible (Leviticus 22,22) and, according to Kirkwood4, 
was also discussed by authors such as Cato (180BC) Virgil, Pleno and 
Columella. The word “scab” is derived from the Latin scabere, which means to 
scratch. Despite the fact that the mite is visible to the naked eye it was not 
identified as the cause of sheep scab until 1809 by Walz.

Dipping by total immersion was not introduced until 1800. This was an 
arduous task because it was usually done in a tub. Dipping below ground level 
did not become popular until the middle of the 18th century after the method 
had been widely used in Australia. 

Dr Lesley Stubbings, reproduced in shortened form by kind permission of the 
National Sheep Association

Rock House Elberton: 
NGS Openings in 2026
Snowdrops: 
Sunday 1st February and Sunday 8th February
Daffodils:
Sunday 1st March and Sunday 8th March.

All from 11am to 4pm.

There will be a stall in aid of St John’s Church.

Bottom page advert
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MONDAY – FRIDAY 9AM-5PM  SATURDAY 9AM-4PM

Is there an end to the Allotment 
Season? John Clayton

In November there was an article explaining how one plot holder approaches 
the winter. Our approach is different…….we consider the cropping of the final 
courgettes, cucumbers and squash as the virtual end of the season although 
root vegetables, especially the parsnips, stay in the ground until after the first 
frost.  For this reason, root vegetables are planted together and other crops in 
different areas from previous seasons.

Plans are made at the beginning of the season. We rotate crops to prevent 
disease and to allow us to manure parts of the plot each year according to 
what we will be growing.  We don’t grow brassicas, making it possible to rest 
some areas.  Some people plant onions and broad beans (sometimes referred 
to as ‘winter deer food’) in October, but we do not.

As part of our end of season tasks, we put an agricultural membrane down on 
all cleared areas of the allotment.  This material is rather expensive, but it has 
lasted for 30 years. It covers the land preventing weeds from growing, allows 
rainwater to permeate and keeps the soil underneath in an excellent condition 
for the next season.  It isn’t pretty, nor does it kill bindweed or couch grass, but 
it does weaken them and when the membrane is lifted, the earth underneath is 
in a condition that allows the weed roots to be extracted, but never totally! This 
membrane is available to allotment holders at a reduced-price from the garden 
centre.

Of course, there are areas of the plot which are never covered – where fruit 
such as raspberries, strawberries and rhubarb are growing. These areas give 
places for bugs and birds to feed. We try to balance our needs with those of 
wildlife.
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WE CARE LIKE FAMILY

Personalized Care

Inhouse physiotherapy team
Continuous décor upgrades
Automated care plans
24/7 On-site nursing support
Adapted wheelchair car
Idyllic gardens & grounds
Amazing activities plan

Come And See Us : 01454 412 266

Local independent family
funeral directors for over 50 years.

Specialists in bespoke funeral services, burials, 
cremations & pre-paid funeral plans.

Call 24hrs  01454 418 779

1 Quaker Lane
Thornbury

BS35 2AD

sheppardfunerals.co.uk

COMPANION 
AND

DRIVING SERVICE

Now taking bookings in your area!
•  For people of all ages unable to drive but 

wish to remain independent
•  Supported trips to the doctor, hospital, 

shops, bank, hairdresser, vet, etc.
•  Social outings, holidays, help at home 

and much, much more
• DBS checked and First-Aid trained
• Dementia friendly
• Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle
• Fully Licensed

To book your Daisy
07951 079 558 / 0333 014 6211

northbristol@drivingmissdaisy.co.uk 
www.drivingmissdaisy.co.uk

The Olveston Parish 
Wildlife Group               Angela Green

Did you know our parish has a Wildlife Group? It’s only a small group at the 
moment, but very active. Last spring and summer we planted wildflower 
meadows and put up bird boxes. We have some equipment for observing 
moths and recording bats – fascinating when you can’t even see the bats! 

In the winter months we don’t often meet in person, so what do we do? We 
have a WhatsApp group, where we post photos of all the different sorts of 
wildlife we have seen – birds, bees and butterflies, flowers, insects, trees, 
fungi, hedgehogs – you name it, if its alive we’re interested in it. Some of the 
keener members like to try and identify things we have spotted, but there is no 
obligation to do that; it’s just interesting- and sometimes amazing - to see what 
is around us.

This photograph and the one over the page were taken within the parish by 
Jenny Newley. They are of a Turkey Tail Fungus and a Scarlett Tiger Moth

Later in the year we’ll be having guided walks led by the highly regarded local 
naturalist, Ed Drewitt. So, there’s plenty to get involved with. If you have an 
interest in our local wildlife and you would like to join us or find out more then
please contact Melinda Evans at msfw@olvestonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cont/….
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You do not need to be an expert, just a person who cares for and has an 
interest in our local wildlife. We would love to hear from you and have some 
more members! We will be meeting on:

Tuesday 3rd February at 7pm at Olveston Primary School         

You will be very welcome. You can also find further information of the Making 
Space for Wildlife Group including its Local Climate and Nature Action Plan 
and Wildlife Recording Project by following this link: 
https://www.olvestonparishcouncil.gov.uk/climate-nature/  

Pam McLeod advert

REFLEXOLOGY • MASSAGE • AROMATHERAPY
PREGNANCY • INDIAN HEAD

Member of Federation
of Holistic Therapists

FULL BODY MASSAGE   60 MINS £45

AROMATHERAPY MASSAGE  60 MINS £48

REFLEXOLOGY     60 MINS £45

PREGNANCY MASSAGE   60 MINS £45
(AFTER 1ST TRIMESTER)

INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE  40 MINS £35

BACK & SHOULDERS MASSAGE 30 MINS £3007765 804144
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Frontline Martial Arts 
Traditional Martial Arts / Taekwondo 

Mighty Mites (under 10’s): Fridays 4.30-5.15pm at 
Juniors (ages 10-13): Mondays 7.15-8.15pm 

Adults/over 13’s: Mondays 8.15-9.45pm 
at Alveston Youth Centre 

Tel: 07771 692222 
www.frontline-ma.co.uk

For all aspects of carpentry and home improvements

- Doors
- Skirting
- Kitchens
- Fencing
- Decking
- Stairs

- Complete Renovations
- Extensions

-Garage Conversions
-Garden Rooms
-Loft Conversions
-Timber Frames

DESIGN AND BUILD Ltd
Carpentry and Building Services

Call Craig on  
07970 514409

If line is busy then 
please email: 

craigfdb@gmail.com

Buy your Tickets for My Fair Lady
Caroline Brewser

Don’t forget - The Parish Players’ 2026 production of My Fair Lady is taking 
place at Olveston and Tockington Parish Hall (Upper Tockington Road BS32 
4LQ) at 7.30pm every evening from Wednesday 18th to Saturday 21st 
February 2026 (in February half term) − with an extra matinee performance at 
2.00pm on Saturday 21st February.

This well-known and lively show is packed with some of the most famous 
songs from the world of musicals: ‘Wouldn't It Be Loverly?’, ‘With a Little Bit of 
Luck’, ‘The Rain in Spain’, ‘I Could Have Danced All Night’, ‘On the Street 
Where You Live’ and ‘Get Me to the Church on Time’ − to name a few. It’s 
great entertainment for all the family and certain to brighten everybody’s winter 
evenings. 

In our production, Cockney flower seller Eliza Doolittle will be played by Julia 
Taylor, who joined the company last year for ‘The Pajama Game’, while Dan 
Phillips returns to take the role of the egotistical professor of phonetics, Henry 
Higgins. David Proud is sure to leave you with a smile as he steps into the 
shoes of Alfred Doolittle, Eliza's father. Paul Harrod plays Higgins’ kindly 
friend, Colonel Pickering, while Kate Coyle is cast as Higgins’ housekeeper, 
Mrs Pearce, with Cath Chappel taking the role of Higgins’ mother. Paul Dimery 
plays Eliza’s suitor, Freddy Eynsford-Hill, with Anne Leslie as Mrs Eynsford-
Hill, and Ray Hale as Zoltan Karpathy. You can also enjoy performances by 
many other familiar or new faces, including Phil Savage, Cath Purchase, 
Richard Newley, Kayley Prior, David Beales, Anne Wiseman, Will Elderton, 
Maddie Burns, Sophie Allsopp-Jones, Ruby Webb, Jane Mitchell, Rachel 
Jotcham and Brian Brown.

This is the 
third Parish 
Players 
musical to be 
directed by 
Heather 
Collins, 
following huge 
success with 
Brigadoon and 
The Pajama 
Game. Chloe 
Allsopp-Jones 

is once again our brilliant Musical Director, with skilful choreography by Esther 
Beales.                                             Cont/…..
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Working locally since 2003. An experienced 
heating and plumbing engineer. For a no  
obligation quote please call Mike       
Mob: 07554 825813 Tel: 01454 613780 

Severnside 
Heating & Plumbing 
 Installations
 Servicing
 Repairs
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∙  Severn Beach, Littleton on Severn

∙  All welcome from £3 a session

∙  Piano teaching for children age 4+

Janet Harrison 

Suzuki Piano Teacher

Janet_harrison@outlook.com

T: 07562 212435

Early Years Group 
Music Classes for 
ages 0-3 years

Squire Sweep
A chimney sweep service from

Joshua Coleborn

Tel: 07504 253 467

Email: squiresweep@gmail.com

Visit: www.squiresweep.co.uk
Squire Sweep
A chimney sweep service from

Joshua Coleborn

Tel: 07504 253 467

Email: squiresweep@gmail.com

Visit: www.squiresweep.co.uk

Squire Sweep
A chimney sweep service from

Joshua Coleborn

Tel: 07504 253 467

Email: squiresweep@gmail.com

Visit: www.squiresweep.co.uk

Your advert could be 
here and reaching 
1,500 households

Contact Bernard 
meetingpointadvertising@

gmail.com

Tickets for Parish Players productions tend to sell quickly and My Fair Lady is 
likely to sell out − so don’t delay. 

Tickets go on sale from Saturday 10th January, initially in person at Olveston 
Methodist Church Hall, The Street BS35 4DR, between 9.30 and 11.00am, 
and after that from our Box Office. 

New this year: you will be able to place your order online at 
https://bit.ly/PPorders (or use the QR code below), or else call 01454 202011.
Prices are the same as last year at £12 Adults, £8 Children and £14 Premium 
seats. 

Dan Phillips and Julia Taylor who play Henry Higgins and Eliza Doolittle

The Parish Players is Olveston’s local theatre 
group, and we stage a musical at the Parish Hall 
every February. If you’d like to help backstage or 
front of house, it's not too late to get involved this 
year. You can contact us via 
secretaryparishplayers@gmail.com or, 
alternatively, via our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/OlvestonParishPlayers (not for 
ticket sales).
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A great venue for :

• Fitness
• Parties
• Public  events
• Music & Dance

Check availability & book online at   www.olvestonparishhall.co.uk

07780 515317

“Our newly decorated  Hall”
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Safe and Effective Treatment of:
Back and Neck Pain

Arthritic and Rheumatoid Pain

Joint Pain and Injuries
Sciatica and Trapped Nerves

Tendonitis and Muscle Injuries

Tension Headaches

Call us on 07870 219249 or visit our website 

www.tockingtonosteopathy.co.uk to make an 
appointment or discuss how we can help.

Run by Natalie Gladstone - over 20 years’ experience.
Easy parking on site - all major health insurances covered.

Sweet Water Lane, BS35 3JY

Free Will Review
Book your FREE MEETING at home or at our Thornbury Office.

Get up-to-date Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney to make sure it is 
your wishes that are followed. Have peace of mind that everything is done 
properly by our award-winning team: In person meetings. Plain English 
advice. Clear fixed prices. No hidden costs. Protect their inheritance.

On your own: You choose who you want to inherit from you
Living together: Decide if and how your partner is 
protected
Parent Wills: Provide for children & name Guardians to 
raise them
Later Life Wills: Protect inheritance from Tax and Care 
Home Fees
Lasting Powers of Attorney: Appoint those you trust to 
make decisions, in case of serious illness or injury

W
ill

s
| P

ow

ers
ofAttorney | Probate

Get in touch: message@simpsonslawuk.com | 01454 412 278

Or visit our ground floor offices (free client car park):
12 The Plain, Thornbury, BS35 2BE | simpsonsolicitors.com

20% OFFfull price if you buy 2 Powers of Attorney

“We were made to
feel very welcome 
and cared for” H.L.

“You have lifted a 
great weight off our 

shoulders” C.R. 

The exceptional life of a female 
industrialist: Lady Charlotte Guest
Olveston Parish Historical Society
Wed 7th Jan 2026, 7.30pm Olveston Methodist Church           Jenny Newley

Dowlais Ironworks

GKN is a globally successful local aerospace company with its roots going
back to the Dowlais Iron Works near Merthyr Tydfil. The company name, 
GKN, derives from the amalgamation in the early 1900s of different 
companies: the Dowlais Ironworks owned by the Guest family, the Patent Nut 
& Bolt Company owned by Arthur Keen, and Nettlefolds Ltd, makers of wood 
screws (some of which you may still have in small boxes in your shed, 
workshop or garage). Guest, Keen and Nettlefolds became GKN in 1982 when 
it moved into the aerospace sector. GKN factories at Filton and Western 
Approach, Severn Beach, are nowadays internationally significant 
manufacturers and assemblers of aircraft wing components. 

But this all started with an ironworks near Merthyr Tydfil, founded in 1759. The 
owners appointed John Guest as manager eight years later. He took over the 
company, which was dramatically expanded in the next century by his 
grandson, John Josiah Guest, partly thanks to his relationship with Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel.  Dowlais Ironworks provided iron for his Great Western 
Railway and also supplied iron rails to burgeoning railroad companies in the 
USA, Germany and Russia. Lady Charlotte Guest, John Josiah’s wife, kept a 
very close eye on the company accounts and described a contract made in 
1844 to supply 50,000 tons of rail to Russia as “the largest contract of the kind
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DOMESTIC APPLIANCE 
REPAIR SPECIALIST

Tel: 01454 850522 - Mobile: 07917441539

REPAIR SPECIALIST

Tel: 01454 850522 - Mobile: 07917441539
Email: d-cr@live.co.uk - Web: www.d-crdomesticappliances.co.uk

Fast, friendly and effi cient service
Sales - Service - Repair

• WASHING MACHINE
• TUMBLE DRYER
• DISHWASHER

• FRIDGE FREEZER
• COOKER

• HOB OR HOOD

ever made.”  As a result of the railway-led boom, Dowlais had, by 1845, 
become the largest ironworks in the world.

On 7th January, Dr Victoria Owens will tell us 
more about Lady Charlotte Guest who, for three 
years, on the death of her husband in 1852, 
headed up this company. Under her 
management, Dowlais became the world’s 
largest manufacturing company.

She wasn’t an obvious candidate for such a 
role. Her aristocratic Lincolnshire family had 
looked on with dismay, nineteen years earlier, 
when, at the age of 21 she had married the 
wealthy Welsh ironmaster of Dowlais. Her family 
was somewhat impoverished but Charlotte, who 
had had a brief flirtation with Disraeli, seems 
genuinely to have married John Guest for more 
than access to his wealth. Theirs was a real 
partnership. She increasingly acted as his 
assistant at the ironworks and together they 
started building schools for the workers’ children. Charlotte, in particular, 
invested enormous energy in building good-quality schools and a library for 
local people.  

She embraced her life in Wales, becoming very knowledgeable about the 
company’s business and learning Welsh in order to be able to speak to the 
workforce (not difficult for someone who had already studied French, Italian, 
Latin, Greek, Arabic, Hebrew and Persian!). She associated with leading 
Welsh literary scholars and she so took to the Welsh language that she 
translated a collection of medieval Welsh stories, which she published in 
seven volumes as The Mabinogion and which became hugely popular.

Seven years after the last volume of The Mabinogion was published, 
Charlotte’s husband, John Josiah, died.  She was then a young widow of 40 -
and, incidentally, the mother of 10 children.  She took up the reins at the 
ironworks at a difficult time. She had to negotiate strikes and a slump and 
stand up to other foundry owners. She managed to stabilise the business so 
that it could be handed over to her eldest son and the works manager, leaving 
her free to start a new life.

Come along on 7th January to hear more about this amazing woman. Victoria 
won the 2021 Wales Book of the Year Non-fiction Award for her biography of 
Charlotte Guest. Copies will be available to buy, should you wish.

The new year is a time to be inspired! This talk is open to all - everyone’s very 
welcome.   Non-members pay £3 on the door (by cash, or cheque to OPHS -
no cards, please).  Free refreshments. www.olveston.com/historical-society
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Domestic, Commercial 
and Industrial Installations 

All electrics for new build, extensions and 
alterations to satisfy mandatory Building 
Regulations. Landlords safety inspections   

Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) 
Electrical and electronic service and repair 
For 24 hour call-out service available please 

call  Peter Jones: Tel: 07880 858785 
Email: pete.livewire@blueyonder.co.uk

Local number Tel: 01454 613482 
Visit our web site at 

livewire-electrics.co.uk

www.cookinongasltd.co.uk 
enquiries@cookinongasltd.co.uk

January’s 
Movie

Have you been a devoted fan of the Sunday night TV series? Have you then 
been to the cinema to watch the films? Are you keen to see the final film in the 
series? Well, it's here to see in St Mary’s on January 5th.

Set in 1930, we follow the upper crust family and all the social problems faced 
by these classes. Divorce, blackmail, public scandals, financial ruin, planning 
for the future, together with everyday events like horse racing and mixing with 
the royals. Takes your breath away! The film follows the paths, and there are 
quite a few, carved out by its predecessors and which, in turn, have made it 
into a global phenomenon . Comfort watching at its very best.

Everyone is welcome to attend and there is no entry fee, though donations are 
always welcome. The venue, as always, is in St Mary’s church. Doors open at 
7pm and the film starts at 7:30. There is tea and coffee available as well as a 
licensed bar. Under the terms of our licensing agreement, we are not 
permitted to name the film

Olveston and 
Tockington 
Methodist Church

Our Saturday Coffee mornings in Olveston Methodist Hall ended in December, 
due to a decline in numbers. We would like to thank everyone who has 
attended and supported the coffee mornings in the past.

From the Registers of Olveston 
and Tockington Methodist Church
September  25th Celebration of the life of John William Buckley

September  28th Baptism of Ethan Peter Sawyer and Emma Matilda 
Sawyer
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Beauty at the Barn
4,Grey Gables , Vicarage Lane, Olveston

For appointments telephone Nicola on
01454 201717

Manicures/Pedicures

New Dermaplaning

New Full On Extensions

Shellac Nails

Waxing

Ear Piercing

Lash Lifts

Eyebrow Shaping

New Henna Brows

Eyelash tinting 
And more….

Evening appointments available

Gift vouchers available

    Olveston & Tockington 
Tennis Club

Introducing a brand new coaching 
programme with TH Tennis.

Offering 5 days/week coaching 
from kids to adults

Clubspark.lta.org.uk/THTennis

www.ottctennis.co.uk

Now’s the time to get back 
on court.

Action at the Armstrong
Since the last bulletin in the October magazine, work has continued non-stop 
on the renovation of the Cossham Hall and the creation of the new bar, kitchen 
and foyer.  Significant milestones have been the completion of most of the 
internal walls, insulation of the foyer roof and installation of most of the cables 
and main pipes.  The next stage, starting in November, was the installation of 
the new bar and kitchen and the final roof repairs to the Cossham Hall 
including the restoration of the vaulted ceiling.

All of this has been made possible by Maggie Lansdown’s generous gift of 
£1.25m in memory of her mother, and after much persuasion, she has given 
her permission to call the main hall the Lansdown Hall in recognition of her 
invaluable support, without which this project would have been impossible.  
Maggie has visited to see progress and meet the team and was impressed by 
their enthusiasm and commitment to the project.  The whole venue will be 
known as The Armstrong in honour of Frank Armstrong’s generous legacy to 
the town more than 50 years ago.

The focus for the Armstrong Team now is on raising awareness and support in 
the community along with raising the vital £1.1m needed for the renovation of 
the larger hall.  This will be needed for the provision of new flooring and roof 
insulation, as well as installing a greener and more efficient heating system.  
So several of the team have been out and about gathering support and giving 
out information and contact details.  The Armstrong had a stall at Love 
Thornbury’s Vintage Car Event on October 18th and at the Christmas Lights 
Switch-On event on November 15th.  The response from the public has been 
very positive and many thanks go to  Thornbury Christmas Lights Association 
for donating the proceeds of the day to help with funds for The Armstrong 
project.

Phase 2 is vital for the future of 
The Armstrong: we need to 
provide the large space to bring 
back the community activities 
which have been lost due to 
closure and provide a fitting 
arena for the talented drama and 
musical groups, including 
Thornbury Arts Festival, which 
have given the town such joyful 
delights over 50 years.

It is hoped that the Cossham Hall 
and Foyer will be in operation in 

early Spring so if you belong to a community group which needs a home, or if 
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A COVID-safe and aaordable alternative to nursing home care.

0117 456 2490
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Scan the QR code / Visit www.tockingtonmanorschool.com / Call 01454 613229  

you are planning a show, a concert, an exhibition or a private event in 2026, 
please get in touch with the marketing team via the website.  Please spread 
the word and look at the website to access information about how to help and 
how to donate.  Watch social media for updates and sign up on the website to 
receive the monthly newsletter.  So, head to www.thearmstrong.co.uk to find 
out all you want to know about this exciting project.

Meanwhile we have this message from Joel Dommett, one of the UK’s leading 
comedians and TV personalities who grew up in this area and actually 
performed on the stage of the Armstrong Hall when he was young.

“Performing at the Armstrong was unforgettable and I’m so excited that 
Thornbury now has this incredible space back, ready to inspire the next 
generation of talent,”

St. Mary's Music
The popular monthly concerts held every third Sunday of the month at St. 
Mary's Church, Thornbury (BS35 1HQ) resume on Sunday, January 18th, 
when we shall host The Bristol Chamber Choir.

As usual, the concert begins at 4.00pm and lasts approximately an hour. It will 
be followed by refreshments. Admission is free and donations go to St. Mary's 
Music. We look forward to seeing you at this event.

News from Carnival Committee 
The Thornbury Carnival Committee has 
recently announced that there are currently no 
plans for a 2026 event. Speaking recently on 
behalf of the Committee, Liam Williams said:

I’ve been involved with the Carnival since 2018 and have been Chair since 
2019. It’s a community event that I’ve been proud to be a part of and, in 
particular, I’m proud to have led such an incredible group of volunteers that 
make Carnival happen. However, the last two or three years have 
demonstrated that there doesn’t appear to be an appetite for this kind of event 
any longer and certainly not one that requires an entry fee to be paid. We 
have therefore collectively decided to step down from running the event and 
offer someone, or a group of people, the opportunity to come forward and 
consider how it might be brought back in the future. I am committed to sharing 
all the information we have and giving anyone interested a full briefing in order 
that they can make informed judgements. If anyone would like to register an 
interest in taking the Carnival on, please email:
chairthornburycarnival@gmail.com.



Page 28 Page 29

Come rain or shine, 
                  estate 
agents have the 
experience and 
knowledge to take 
you smoothly through 
the moving process.

53 High Street | Thornbury | BS35 2AR
01454 279734   |  sales@lisacosta.co.uk  |  lisacosta.co.uk  

Please note; If your property is currently on the market, the terms and conditions  of your
Existing agency agreement must be considered before instructing ourselves.

The agent 
for all seasons

A career as a care worker is unique.
Genuine interest in those you support
can transform their lives and yours.

0117 992 7012

Dressing of A Tudor Queen for 
Court by Lady Samantha

Lady Samantha is an historical gown maker 
who specialises in the Tudor French Court 
gowns worn at the English Court during the 
reign of Henry VIII.  She is also an Events 
organiser and organises days at Sudeley 
Castle and Hever Castle for people who wish 
to wear her historical creations.  

Her presentation demonstrates the dressing of 
a Tudor Queen getting ready to be presented 
at Court and explains the different layers and 
pieces that make up a Tudor Court gown from 
1535.  During her presentation she covers the 
different fabrics, fibres and colours of Tudor 
England, she also talks about the personal 
habits and day to day living of the Tudors.  

This is then followed by what is usually a very lively questions and answers 
session.

The event takes place at Porch House, Castle St., 
Thornbury on Saturday 24th January at 7.30pm. 
Tickets £15, drink included, 
AAGThornbury@gmail.com or 01454 850933        

T’hornblowers
T’hornblowers is an adults’ intermediate level windband in Thornbury. Have 
you played a brass or woodwind instrument for a while, but don’t feel ready for 
the main music groups? Did you play when you were young? Could you be 
inspired to take it up again?

Anyone is welcome to come along and give us a try. We are here for the 
sharing of music, friendship and a warm sense of belonging. Music within the 
community, for the community

Every Wednesday 7.00 – 9.00pm United Reform Church, Chapel Street, BS35 
2BA

For more details contact Heather Platt on 01454 414711 or 
platt_8@hotmail.com
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GROUNDWORKS & CONSTRUCTION

ALL ASPECTS OF GROUNDWORKS & CIVILS
• Drainage, Diversions & Repairs
• Footings, Foundations, Slabs & Retaining Walls
• Driveways, Drop Kerbs & Patios
• Landscaping & Artificial Grass

ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORKS
• Design & Build
• New Builds, Extensions & Garages
• Garden Walls, Stone Masonry & Fencing
• Planning Friendly Timber Structures

SAFE CONTRACTOR ACCREDITED. 

FULLY INSURED.

NO OBLIGATION QUOTE.

0333 038 7671
info@severncivils.co.uk
www.severncivils.co.uk

The Mobile
Hairdrdr rerer sser
Are you ready to transform your hair game with the ultimate convenience? Introducing The Mobile
Hairdresser! (otherwise known as Gareth) the premier mobile hairdressing service that brings salon-
quality treatments right to your doorstep. Whether you're at home, the office, or anywhere in between, I
am equipped to provide a range of services tailored to your needs. Say goodbye to long waits and travel
hassles—experience personalized haircuts, color treatments, and styling in the comfort of your own
space. Perfect for busy professionals, parents, or anyone who values their time, The Mobile Hairdresser
ensures you look and feel your best without any compromise. Book your appointment today and lets
redefine your hairdressing experience!

Our Services Include:
Precision Haircuts: Tailored to suit your style and personality.
Coloring & Highlights: From natural tones to vibrant hues.
Styling & Blowouts: Perfect for any occasion.
Balayage
Tape Extentions: colouring and blending services
kids and gents

Why Choose me?
Stylists with Years of Experience and working in salon
Salon quality services and products from the convenience of your own home
Personalized Consultations

Book Your Appointment Today!
MOBILE 07964603412
IInstagram @garethjglove
Follow us on facebook @garethlove for the latest trends and offers!

Thornbury Art Club
New members always welcome

Thornbury Art Club members are a diverse group, brought together through 
the love of art and creativity.  We  enjoy meeting up to share ideas and 
techniques.  Many find this a refreshing alternative to on-line learning. Our 
membership and activities are thriving. If you get a buzz from being arty and 
creative, then maybe we’re the club for you?

Annual membership is just £46, which includes:

 Monthly evening Club Nights when a variety of professional artists will 
visit to demonstrate their art skills and style. During the tea break we 
can catch up with each other, chat to the artist about  materials and 
techniques plus items for sale.

 Our  monthly Saturday morning  Outdoor Sketchers Group is very 
popular.  We meet and sketch at different venues then socialise over 
tea and coffee in a local cafe.  We try to car share where possible.

 Saturday Workshops  with a professional tutor (additional fee).

 Members can display their work in Club Exhibitions and our Art in the 
Community programme.

We hold weekly Studio Groups on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.  Here 
you can enjoy painting and crafting with others, learning and sharing skills and 
tips. This is an additional £79 per year but includes refreshments. Both groups 
are currently full, but we hold a waiting list.  Non-Members are welcome to visit 
during our studio hours to see what we are up to and to ask about 
memberships in person. 

Our club is open to everyone, regardless of artistic experience or medium. 
Some of our members just paint for fun, while others are successfully running 
their own art businesses. Come and give us a try, we’re always keen to have 
new members. 

To find out more, visit:

www.thornburyartclub.co.uk,  www.facebook.com/ThornburyArtClub,   email 
publicrelations.tac@gmail.com

Details of our January Club Night are over the page……………….
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New Road, Olveston, BS35 4DX

01454 202030

• All makes servicing 
and repairs

• Petrol and Diesel 
MOT Testing

• Tyres, Exhausts 
and Batteries

• Air Conditioning 
• Latest Bosch     

On-Board 
Diagnostics

• Vehicle Sales

Charity no: 1077595 I Company no: 02894715

Are you looking

for a fulfilling role
with purpose

Find outmore
Website: www.ategi.org.uk

Email: info@ategi.co.uk
Phone: 0117 3321 030

Become a Shared
Lives carer!
Charity no: 1077595 I Company no: 02894715

Are you a caring
person looking for
more than just a job?
Find purpose with Shared Lives.

Tuesday 27th January Club Night. 

For our opening night in 2026, we have 
a water-soluble oils demonstration by 
Valérie Pirlot.  This will be a landscape, 
as Valerie loves to capture the great 
outdoors ‘alla prima’.  In fact, often she 
has been invited to paint live events 
such weddings, parties, fairs, circus
shows and music festivals such as 
Glastonbury.  Valerie is a member of 
the Royal Institute of Oil Painters and a 
founding member of The British Plein 
Air Painters group.  Her teaching will 
encourage us to paint with freshness, 
confidence and spontaneity and will 
include tips for plein air painting. 
Valerie aims to depict the essence of a 
subject in a few well-placed 

brushstrokes. It should be  a captivating evening.

We’ll have a short break during the evening for  free tea, coffee, and biscuits. 
This will give us an opportunity to catch up with each other and say hello to 
our visitors. There will be some time to chat to the artist and ask questions. 
Don’t miss this fantastic chance to learn, socialise, and enjoy an evening of 
art, whether you’re just starting out or looking to refine your skills. If you’re 
interested in joining the Club, our membership secretary, Pat will be on the 
door to give you more information, or else contact us below.

Members free, non-members very welcome - £6 on the door, cash or card. 
7.15 for 7.30pm until 9.30pm. St Mary’s Church Hall, Eastbury Rd, Thornbury, 
BS35 1DR.    Free parking on-site.

Thornbury Orchestra 
Our next concert will take place on Saturday, 17th January at 3.00pm in the 
Drama Hall at Marlwood School, Alveston. The music will include Sir William 
Walton's Henry V Suite, Cesar Franck's Symphony in D minor and Emmanuel 
Chabrier's Espana. As always, the concert will be in aid of a charity based in 
or around Thornbury. Tickets, available on our website or at the door, are £10 
for adults, with children free. For more details contact: 
info@thornburyorchestra.org.uk.

The orchestra was founded in 2002 and draws players from across South 
Gloucestershire and beyond. We rehearse regularly in St Helen's, Alveston,
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For further information please contact us on:

Build without planning permission

Quality design service from 
concept to completion

Planning, construction drawings and 
contract administration service 
tailored to suit you

Domestic, CommeDomestic, Commercial ,
and Sustainable Architecture. 

Experienced working with 
Listed Buildings

Build your dream home in your 
garden

Development Advice and Appraisal

3D 3D Visualisation Servicesinfo@gsharchitects.co.uk
www.gsharchitects.co.uk
Almondsbury, Bristol 

07780 000220

We also print for lots of local clubs, events and businesses.
Based in Severn Beach we offer convenient off-road parking right outside our door!

We print everything from Wedding Stationery to Business Stationery.
Our professional design and modern printing techniques have saved time and money for lots of people.

Fast, efficient and professional. Why not let us print for you?

01454 631289      info@motionprinting.co.uk           www.motionprinting.co.uk

Do you know we print the 
Meeting Point Magazine?

  Tell people you saw them in Bradley Stoke & Little Stoke Gifford Matters 22

Professional 

Rats - Mice - Squirrels - Wasps - Bees 
Moles - Magpies - Feral Pigeons

Ants - Insects

Contact Jeff  

07745 209947 / 01454 416620

Rats - Mice - Squirrels - Wasps - Bees 

07745 209947 / 01454 416620
Domestic and Commercial

Pest Control
The Sustainable Home Series

Ready to upgrade? Enrol in any
or all of CATSA's free, 6-part
online webinar series in 2026, to
unlock your home's potential
with expert-led guidance.

In partnership with

www.Thesustainablehomeseries.eventbrite.com

tial

and normally give two or three concerts a year, all in support of local charities.
We are always keen to hear from interested players and currently have a 
number of vacancies. For more details, visit: www.thornburyorchestra.org.uk

A Note from the Severn Vale 
Village Agent 
The Lions Club Message in a Bottle is a simple but effective way for people to 
keep their basic personal and medical details where they can be found in an 
emergency on a standard form and in a common location – the fridge. 
Message in a Bottle helps emergency services personnel save valuable time 
in identifying an individual very quickly and knowing if they have any allergies 
or take special medication.

Paramedics, police, fire-fighters and social services support this Lions life-
saving initiative and know to look in the fridge when they see the Message in a 
Bottle sticker, which is supplied. The initiative provides peace of mind that 
prompt and appropriate medical assistance can be provided, and next of 
kin/emergency contacts can be notified. You can pick one up locally in 
Thornbury at the Lions Bookshop or Age UK.

If I can help you in any way, please contact me on:

07880 344460
elizabeth@wern.org.uk
Registered Charity 1146165. Company Limited 
by Guarantee Registered in England No 7956732

Make a Difference this New Year
With Christmas a distant memory and the long dark nights stretching out in 
front of you, why not consider volunteering in your local community? Not only 
will you improve your health and happiness but by giving just an hour a week 
of your time you can make a huge difference to those that you help. 

There are many reasons why people volunteer. For some, volunteering can be 
a route to employment, or a chance to try something new which may lead to a 
career change. For others, volunteering is a chance to meet new people, 
make new friends, make a difference to the lives of others and give you a 
purpose.

Thornbury Volunteer Centre can provide you with information and support on 
volunteering opportunities in the local area which best suit your needs, skills 
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BILLY COOK
WJC PLUMBING & TILING

07748 085 920
WJCPLUMBING@OUTLOOK.COM

FACEBOOK.COM/WJCPLUMBINGANDTILING
INSTAGRAM.COM/WJCPLUMBINGANDTILING

BATHROOM & WET ROOM DESIGN & INSTALLATIONS

TILING    GENERAL PLUMBING    PLASTERING

and time available, whilst making sure that you find volunteering an enjoyable 
and worthwhile experience. We are contacted regularly by groups and 
organisations that are seeking to recruit volunteers from all walks of life, levels 
of expertise (from none to highly skilled) and time available. 

Age, gender or disability are not barriers to volunteering. Anyone, who is able 
to spare some time, from an hour a week to once a month or just on a one-off 
basis, would be warmly welcomed by someone in the community.

Volunteering is a valuable experience that benefits all parties. 

To find out more please contact Thornbury Volunteer Centre on 01454 
413392; email; mail@volunteer-thornbury.co.uk website;www.volunteer-
thornbury.co.uk; twitter; @thornburyvc or Facebook; thornburyvolunteers. 

Get Fit for Spring with Thornbury 
Wayfinders
Was this one of your New Year resolutions?  Well, come and take part in our 
brand-new Walking Festival – Step into Spring which will take place from 
Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd February 2026.

You can choose from three different walks 
each day – easy, moderate or strenuous. 
There will be something to interest 
everyone – two history walks, a tree walk, a 
foraging walk led by environmentalist Steve 
England, a walk to visit the Alpacas and a 
walk over the Tytherington Ridge.  On the 
strenuous side, two linear walks will involve 
taking a bus to the start and a longer walk 
will explore the boundaries of the parish of 
Thornbury.

We will be launching the event on 2nd January when you will be able to sign up 
for the walks by scanning the Ticketsource QR code on our leaflets which will 
be in Thornbury Library, the Museum, shops, pubs and cafes or on our 
posters which will be displayed around Thornbury and surrounding towns and 
villages.  Or……  you can visit our website: www.thornburywayfinders.uk

There will be a maximum of 20 tickets per walk so early booking is advised.    
Let’s get walking into 2026!
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11 The Plain, Thornbury, BS35 2AG

PHYSIOTHERAPY

CHIROPRACTIC

PODIATRY

CHIROPODY

"Optimise your Health"

Please Enquire:

Tel: 01454 528608
Email: info@optimuscp.com

Web: optimuscp.com

WWW.GRANGECARPETS.CO.UK

GRANGE CARPETS 
&  CURTAINS 
CARPETS   |   RUGS & MATS
VINYL & LVT    |   LAMINATE

MADE TO MEASURE CURTAINS & BLINDS

Serving the local community since 1984
Our carpet prices include standard fitting, with a free home 

measurement and consultation service 

01454 419 805
28 St Mary Street   |   Thornbury  |  BS35 2AT

INFO@GRANGECARPETS.CO.UK

Cop 20 to Cop 30
Last November,2025, COP 30 was held. In December 
2014, COP 20 took place. The principal goal of the 
conference 20 was to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to limit the global temperature increase to 2 degrees 

Celsius above current levels. At 2025's conference the intergovernmental 
panel on climate change remembered that it had recommended in COP20 
that developed countries must reduce emissions by at least 25% below the 
1990 level by 2020, which has not been achieved. It is now recognised that 
limiting global warming to 1.5C requires huge, rapid and sustained 
reductions in global greenhouse gas tare of mother nature emissions to 
reach net zero carbon dioxide emissions by 2050. At COP30 hopes that 
countries would commit to end use of fossil fuels and halt deforestation were 
once again dashed after opposition from petrostates. Key countries such as 
US and India were absentees from the conference

Globally extreme weather in the form of floods, hurricanes, wildfires and 
drought cost over 2,300 billion in 2024, hitting low-income and vulnerable 
countries the hardest. Thousands of people die as a result every year .These 
weather extremes continue as I write. Deforestation of the Amazon (including 
in Brazil where COP30 was held ) continues at a fast rate.

COP30 set a new target to triple the finance for climate adaptation. It falls to 
the wealthy nations to finance the poor. In an era of trade wars and tariffs, 
negotiators also agreed for the first time to hold discussions on how trade 
policies can help or hinder climate action. Against the backdrop of the 
Amazon, nature may also see some advances in conservation by including a 
new fund for tropical forest conservation. Indigenous peoples and other local 
communities were recognized like never before.

By the end of COP30, 119 out of 194 countries attending and representing 
74% of global emissions had submitted new national commitments. 
However, they will collectively deliver less than 15% of the emissions 
reductions required by 2035 to hold global temperature rise to 1.5C. The 
United Nations analysis suggests that the world remains on course for at 
least 2.5% degrees C of warming between now and 2050 . A central and 
politically charged issue was how the world would address the continued 
use of fossil fuels which is the root cause of the climate crisis. No 
conclusion was reached.

Whatever the twists and turns of climate negotiations, the economic 
transition is slowly underway, but the question is how fast will it be and who 
will benefit? Now is the time for countries to go into action and fulfil their 
promises.
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Free Quotes

Radiant heating
Boilers

Radiators
Plumbing

LPG, natural gas, oil

Domestic
Commercial
Breakdowns/ call outs
Servicing
Installations 
Warm air heating

www.edgeheatingandplumbing.com info@edgeheatingandplumbing.com

Friends of St. Mary’s
The prize winners in the December draw, held on 4th December 2025 were:-

Amount Number Name
£150 509 Mr P Floyd, Old Down
£75 495 Mr & Mrs M Gibson, Tockington
£50 582 Mr B Amos, Olveston
£25 568 Mr J Mayes, Tockington
£25 194 Mr J Brown, Olveston
£25 628 Mrs D Poulton, Olveston
£20 503 Mrs S Farr, Olveston
£20 510 Mr P Floyd, Old Down
£20 157 Mr B Farr, Olveston
£20 658 Mr A Phillips, Olveston

If you are not yet a member and wish to join the lottery, please telephone 
Andy Phillips on 01454 614890 or email andisp28@hotmail.co.uk.

Coming up in 
February
Concert: The Nostos Trio

The United Reformed Church, 
Chapel Street, Thornbury, BS35 
2BA on Saturday, February 28th

at 7.30 pm. 

Tickets £25 students £10 under 
10s free from 
AAGThornbury@gmail.com. 

Interval drinks. Profits will be 
donated to Bristol Aid to Ukraine.

More details next month………..
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Yours Faithfully Revd. David Moss 
St. Mary’s, Olveston

When midnight arrives, fireworks light up the night sky with bright colours, 
welcoming new hopes and opportunities. People celebrate the new year in 
different ways. Some host parties, dance, enjoy delicious food, watch 
fireworks, or spend time with friends and family. It is a joyful time to come 
together, have fun, and maybe share a kiss at midnight with a loved one. 

Many New Year's traditions began long ago. Making resolutions at the year’s 
start is a Babylonian tradition. Creating loud noises with fireworks began as a 
way to chase away evil spirits in pagan customs. In England, people share 
pork and minced pies for good luck; in Japan, temple bells ring 108 times to 
cleanse away worldly desires. Even though these customs differ, they share a 
hope for renewal. 

The idea of renewal is also central to the Christian faith. God is understood as 
a God of new starts, new beginnings, and new years. Christians see this 
season as a time to celebrate and begin again. However, starting over can 
sometimes be difficult. Faith teaches that God forgives when we are sorry, but 
our mistakes can hurt others, making it harder for them—or for ourselves if we 
have been hurt—to offer forgiveness. 

As the year begins, we can try a fresh approach focused on happiness and 
personal growth. One option is a 'kindness trial,' where we try to forgive those 
who have hurt us. This may open doors to new opportunities and help restore 
or renew friendships. 

Happy New Year! I say this to myself as much as to you. Let us resolve to be 
kind, compassionate, and forgiving to one another, just as Christ forgave us. 
(Ephesians 4:32.) 

Holiday Home advert 
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‘Indawes 
- Outdawes’

Decorating and 
Home Improvements

Painting  |  Wall Papering
Floor Laying

Martin Dawes    07720 509653    
martin.dawes@live.com

For all your Tree Care needs, look no
further than Bamfield Tree Services!

07761 810483
www.bamfieldtreeservices.co.uk
info@bamfieldtreeservices.co.uk

Local. Friendly. Reliable.

Professional Chimney Sweeps

Church News
ST MARY the VIRGIN, OLVESTON
Jan 4th 10am

6pm
Holy Communion
No Service

Rev David Lloyd

Jan 11th 10am
6pm

Morning Prayer – Choir
Holy Communion

Rev David Lloyd
Rev David Lloyd

Jan 18th 10am

6pm

Morning Prayer (Christian 
Unity week celebrated with 
Methodist Church)
Communion service to 
celebrate Rev David Bone’s 
ministry - Choir

Janet McBride

Rev Ann Lloyd

Jan 25th 10am
6pm

Holy Communion – Choir
Reflective Evening Prayer 

Rev Ann Lloyd
Janet McBride

First Sunday of the month during term time, Messy Church 9am.
Every Saturday (term time) ‘REFRESH’, 4.30–5.30 – Fun, relaxed church.
Every Wednesday, Holy Communion, 10am.
NB Clergy may change.
Contact: Rev David Moss, 01454 415190, mossds@gmail.com

CHAPELRY OF ST JOHN, AUST
Jan 11th 10am Holy Communion Rev David Moss

Jan 25th 10am Morning Prayer Trevor Cook
Contact: Trevor Cook, 01454 618442  
Church Wardens: Jenn Dickens 632312 and Jon Burnett 633835 

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST, ELBERTON
Jan 12th 7.30pm Plough Monday Rev David Lloyd & 

Judith Heybyrne
Jan 25th 9am Holy Communion Rev Ann Lloyd
Contacts: Judith Heybyrne 616725 Church Wardens: Catharine Gunnery 
413225 and Cheryl Meredith 411065
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Independent Stairlift Specialist
01454 413748 07833 318722

www.thornburystairlifts.co.uk

SALES SERVICING & REPAIRS

� New & Re-conditioned
Stairlifts & Warranty

� Removals & Relocations
� Free Surveys & Quotes

– No Obligation
� Rentals for Straight Stairs

Independent, Professional &
Friendly Advice

Over 24 years practical experience
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Independent, Professional &
Friendly Advice

Over 24 years practical experience
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SALES SERVICING & REPAIRS

� New & Re-conditioned
Stairlifts & Warranty

� Removals & Relocations
� Free Surveys & Quotes

– No Obligation
� Rentals for Straight Stairs

Independent, Professional &
Friendly Advice

Over 24 years practical experience

Independent Stairlift Specialist
01454 413748 07833 318722

www.thornburystairlifts.co.uk

SALES SERVICING & REPAIRS

� New & Re-conditioned
Stairlifts & Warranty

� Removals & Relocations
� Free Surveys & Quotes

– No Obligation
� Rentals for Straight Stairs

Independent, Professional &
Friendly Advice

Over 24 years practical experience

• Free	local	delivery
• Free	assembly
• Free	disposal	of	your	bed

Divans	/	Mattresses	/	Ottoman	&	Wall beds /
Memory foam &	latex	mattresses /	Beds	made
to	measure /	Pine, Metal &	leather beds		

Open		Tuesday	to	Friday: 9am-5pm	
											 Saturday: 10am-3pm

Visit	our	showroom: The	Old	Post	Office
26a	Gloucester	Road,	Rudgeway,	Bristol,	
BS35	3RY	(by	the	speed	camera)

01454	617 277	or 07887	853479

01594 841559 

ST MARY DE MALMESBURY, LITTLETON-ON-SEVERN
Jan 11th 3pm Evensong Rev David Moss
Jan 25th 3pm Evensong with Holy Communion Rev David Moss
Contacts: Tracey Black 417660 and Tim Pyper 416422 /07802 419451        

OLVESTON AND TOCKINGTON METHODIST CHURCH
Jan 4th 10am Tock Ch Morning Worship led by 

Rosemary Clews
Jan 11th 10am Olv Ch Morning Worship led by Ken 

Loxon
Jan 18th 10am St Mary’s Olv Service of Christian Unity led 

by Janet McBride
Jan 25th 10am Olv Ch Covenant service with 

Communion led by David Deeks
Contact: Rev Dr Simon Edwards 418176
Simon.edwards@methodist.org.uk

THE VINE House of Prayer, Pilning Street, Awkley BS35 4HL
Meeting at 11am every Sunday and on the 1st and 3rd Weds at 2.30pm.
Contact: 01454 612084, thevine_awkley@hotmail.com
THE OASIS CHURCH, OLD DOWN
Services at 6.30pm every Sunday. All are welcome.
Contact: Neil Mobbs, cnmobbs@hotmail.com
AUST EVANGELICAL CHURCH Service 11am every Sunday
LITTLETON EVANGELICAL CHURCH Service 5.30pm every Sunday
Contact: esther@thebamfields.co.uk
RC CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING, Thornbury  

Mass on Sundays at 9.00 and 10.30am
Contact: 01454 412223, https://ctkandholycross.org.uk  
SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS), Thornbury
Contact: Chris Willmore, chriswillmore@blueyonder.co.uk
THORNBURY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Services are every Sunday at 10.45am
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Diary Dates for January:
Information believed to be correct at going to press.
1 Thurs New Years Day Bank Holiday
2 Fri Haven Memory Café, every 1st and 

3rd Friday
10.15-
11.45am

URC

3 Sat Park run every Sat 9am MPF
4 Sun Litter picking 10am OPH
5 Mon Monday Movies 7pm StM
6 Tues Citizens Advice every Tues

Thornbury Art Club painting studio
Every Tues

10-12pm
1.30pm

TTH
SMCH

7 Weds Table tennis every Weds
Olveston Parish Historical Society
Octopus presents Cinderella 
until Sat 10th

7pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

OPH
OMC
CtKH

8 Thurs Coffee Shop every Thurs
Thornbury Art Club painting studio
Every Thurs

9,30-12pm
1.30pm

StM
SMCH

9 Fri Tockington Community Café 10-12pm TMC
10 Sat Coffee morning 10-12pm OMC
12 Mon Severn Vale Flower Club Demo 2pm SMCH
13 Tues Thornbury Memory Café every 2nd

& 4th Tues
A talk by Jo Richardson, a space 
station astronaut.

10.15-
11.45am
7.30pm

TMCH

OPH

15 Thurs Thornbury Farmers Market 9am
17 Sat Thornbury Orchestra Concert 3pm MSch
18 Sun St. Mary’s Music, The Bristol 

Chamber Choir
4pm StMT

22 Thurs Magic Makers Company: ALADDIN
until Sat 24th

7.30pm OPH

24 Sat AAG: Dressing of a Tudor Queen 
for Court by Lady Samantha

7.30pm PHT

26 Mon Severn Vale Flower Club: Practise 1.30pm SMCH
27 Tues Thornbury Art Club: Club night 7.15pm SMCH

Looking forward to February:
Sunday 1st & 8th – Snowdrop Garden opening 11am at Rock House, Elberton
Tuesday 3rd – Olveston Parish Wildlife Group meeting, 7pm at OPS
Weds 18th – Sat 21st- My Fair Lady 7.30pm (2pm Sat matinee) at OPH
Saturday 28th – Concert: The Nostos Trio 7.30pm at URC

KEY: AMC – Alveston Methodist Church, AMH – Alveston Methodist Hall, AOSH-
Almondsbury Old School Hall, AVH – Aust Village Hall CS – Castle School, CTK –
Christ the King, DGCL – Daldry Gardens Community Lounge, ECVH – Easter 
Compton Village Hall, EVH – Elberton Village Hall, FVH-Falfield village Hall, JHA –
Jubilee Hall, Alveston LVH – Littleton Village Hall MSch - Marwood Schoo MPF -
Mundy playing fields OC – Oasis Church, Old Down, ODE – Old Down Estate OMC 
- Olveston Methodist Church, OMH – Olveston Methodist Hall, OPH – Olveston 
Parish Hall, OTF-Olympus Theatre Filton OPS-Olveston Primary School PHT -
Porch House, Thornbury QAMP – Queen Alexandra Memorial Pavilion, Old Down
RHVH - Rockhampton village hall. StH – St Helen’s Church, Alveston. StHSc – St 
Helen’s School StM – St Mary’s Church, StMB – St Mary’s Berkely StMT –
Thornbury St Mary’s Ch, SMCH – St Mary’s Church Hall Thornbury, TGC –
Thornbury Golf Club, TCC-Turnberries, TMC -Tockington Methodist Church, 
TMCH – Thornbury Methodist Church Hall, TTH - Thornbury Town Hall, URC –
United Reform Church LVH - Littleton Village Hall (below)

Contact details for any clubs or organisations in the Meeting Point area can be found in the Meeting 
Point Directory on the community website: www.olvestonandaust.com.  If you would like to update your 
organisation’s details, please email: meetingpointsecretary@olvestonandaust.com

Advertisements Neither Meeting Point, its editor, nor management committee accept any responsibility 
or give any guarantee in case of any dispute or claim as to quality, condition or delivery of commodities 
or services advertised in this magazine. It is not to be taken that publication implies recommendation.  It 
is always advisable to check prices when ordering goods or services.  
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the editor or Meeting Point magazine
Copyright Meeting Point 2025. Copyright remains with the author(s) and Meeting Point.  No part of this 
publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form without the prior permission of the copyright 
owners.     
                                           Meeting Point is printed by Motion Printing Ltd.
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Tel. 07852 127772 
www.matrixvaleting.com 

matrixvaleting@hotmail.com

• Valeting  
• Detailing 
• Based In Olveston

• Machine Polishing 
• Ceramic coating 
• Fully accredited/insured 




